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Siemionko encourages women to take charge
A
s an elected member of the Undergraduate Student Government, I have a duty to represent all under-
graduate students of Baruch College to the best of my abilities. For me, doing so includes an explanation 
of my votes as a representative senator. I believe it is my duty to discuss each decision to its fullest extent 
in order to make an informed decision that best represents students. I was elected by the students to work for the 
students. On March 7, at our weekly senate meeting, I was disappointed when the senate voted 11-2-2 in favor of 
a College Opportunity and Resource Expansion proposal. Th e senate is the only branch of USG that can vote in 
support of a proposal, whether it is a campus, nonprofi t or university proposal. If a majority of the senate votes 
in favor of the proposal, our entire student government, and eff ectively every Baruch student, endorses the pro-
posal. USG President Daniel Dornbaum, on behalf of a CORE representative, introduced the CORE proposal on 
Feb. 28. Th e Senate was in agreement that we did not feel comfortable enough to move toward a vote of support 
because, after debate, there was still a lack of information surrounding the proposal. Th is was what prompted 
Dornbaum to bring in the CORE representative at our next meeting on March 7. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
USG election campaigns commence
USG senators must ask for more data before supporting TAP
NATHAN LIN | THE TICKER
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Katherine Siemionko, head organizer of the Women’s March on New 
York City, led an event titled “An Empowered Woman” on Tuesday, 
March 21, during club hours. Th e objective of the event was to discuss 
how to avoid recurrent drawbacks that prevent women from achieving 
success and how to take charge of their careers.
Siemionko opened up the event by providing background informa-
tion on herself. She revealed that she was born in Chicago and grew up 
in Florida, going on to graduate from Saint Louis University and work in 
the pharmaceutical medicine industry.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
On Thursday, March 23, the Offi  ce of Student Life announced the names of parties and individual candidates for the Under-
graduate Student Government elections. The Ticker prepared a guide to the USG election, which can be found on pages 2 and 3.
YELENA DZHANOVA | THE TICKER
BY GABRIELLE HUEZO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e 2017 season is off  to a 
great start for Baruch College’s 
women’s softball team, which 
is enjoying its best start in team 
history. Th e team won three out 
of four games at the Virginia 
Wesleyan College Beach Blast in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, to kick 
off  the season. 
Th e next three games, which 
pitted the Bearcats against the 
College of Saint Elizabeth, Pur-
chase College and St. Joseph’s 
College were postponed due to 
weather conditions. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
Bearcats domi-
nate in first 
softball match
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
After months 




Life, a playlist 
of original mu-
sic that samples 
big names and 
underground artists. Th e playlist 
was teased multiple times before 
being released on March 18.
ARTS & STYLE 15
Drake drops highly antici-
pated More Life (p. 15)
Psychologists at 
the University 





is similar to the 
feeling one gets 
after winning the lottery. Infor-
mation related to the study was 
collected via 18 waves of yearly 
evaluations.
SCIENCE & TECH 18
Sleep quality impacts well-
being and health (p. 18)
Just one block 









tests, STD screenings and other 
health services. Th e services are 
free or discounted for students 
with insurance. A physician as-
sistant schedules appointments 
Monday through Friday.
SEX SUPPLEMENT 11
After taking a 





Mayer is set to 
receive a $23 
million golden 
parachute once 
the Verizon deal closes. Mayer 
struggled to turn the company 
around and failed to keep the 
company's stock price afl oat.
BUSINESS 9
Yahoo's Mayer receives $23 





the fact that 
U.S. Presi-
dent Donald 
Trump seeks an 
“America fi rst” 
mentality when it comes to inter-
national trade. Th is heightened 
nationalism may hinder demo-
cratic values.
OPINIONS 6
Putin’s infl uence can hinder 









lege students have the chance 
to go head-to-head with some of 
the brightest minds from the na-
tion’s top universities. TAMID at 
Baruch recently featured a team 
of three freshman undergradu-
ate students who were selected 
as winners of the national TA-
MID stock pitch competition. 
Amit Agrawal, Rajesh Rao and 
Jamie Yatcha made a pitch to 
buy Freeport-McMoRan Inc. 
with a target price of $39.20 over 
a one- to two-year time horizon. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
TAMID topples 
Ivy Leagues in 
stock pitch 
Baruch Joy
Max Meneses, a junior who is running for the position of Undergraduate Student Government president, wants 
to use his candidacy to make a push to get students more in-
volved in club life. He credits his own experiences within var-
ious clubs and organizations as pivotal to his development as 
an undergraduate student. 
Meneses elevates club life and student involvement and 
has turned them into central points in his campaign. He says 
that only a core group of people are involved in club life at 
Baruch. Most students are commuters who do not have a ves-
sel of entry due to confl icting schedules or other obligations. 
In order to make club life more accessible to commuter 
students, Meneses hopes to pass initiatives that will promote 
an additional set of club hours on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
if elected. Th is way, he hopes, more students will be able to 
attend general interest meetings and events. 
If elected, he hopes to use his presidency to uphold USG’s 
transparency. He also hopes that he can infl uence other USG 
members to act as liaisons between students and club mem-
bers and ensure that all students involved in USG are able to 
stay effi  cient and proactive.
Meneses says that last year’s election felt impersonal to 
him; during a campaign attempt, one of the running candi-
dates allegedly told Meneses that he did not know him or care 
to know him. Meneses says that this experience propelled his 
desire to make sure that every stu-
dent is cared and accounted for 
at Baruch.
Meneses is running as an 
independent candidate 
and he is the sole member 
of his party, Baruch Joy. 
He indicates that despite 
the fact that he is running 
on his own, if elected he 
will strive to get to know 
his fellow victors and will 
work with them to ensure 
that Baruch’s USG maintains 
cohesion and engagement. 
In regards to issues of tuition and 
policy, Meneses recognizes the need to 
be aware of the rise of diffi  cult and unwanted situations, such 
as tuition hikes. He also hopes to act as a liaison between the 
Offi  ce of Student Life and other administrative offi  ces and 
the Baruch undergraduate population.
Meneses currently holds a position on USG’s Student Me-
dia Council, which gives him the responsibility of coordi-
nating and communicating with all media organizations at 
Baruch. He also holds the position of treasurer in Lexicon, 
teaches a transfer student seminar and serves as a resident 
assistant at the residence hall.
On Monday, March 20, candidates for the Spring 2017 Undergraduate Student Government elections were asked to submit their election forms to 
the Offi  ce of Student Life. After reviewing and confi rming each candidate’s eligibility to run in the elections, candidates had to attend a mandatory 
workshop that took place on Thursday, March 23. The Ticker attended the event and later interviewed key members of each party to provide 
Baruch College students with a general idea of each team’s platform.
Text by Yelena Dzhanova and Maria Markowicz. Photos by Connor Henchey and Agata Poniatowski.
#Change
Abdourahamane Di-allo, a junior seeking 
the position of president 
of the Undergraduate 
Student Government, is 
running with an inde-
pendent group. 
One of the main causes 
Diallo wants to fi ght for 
is academic accessibility. 
If elected, Diallo, a transfer 
student from John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, would like to 
reform the Student Academic Con-
sulting Center at Baruch College so that it 
caters to more students. He stated that a major problem with-
in SACC is that students are mandated to schedule appoint-
ments with tutors and face limits with the number of times 
they may make an appointment. Additionally, he explains 
that most tutors at SACC teach three students at a time, 
which can create an uncomfortable learning experience. He 
proposes that SACC and other facilities develop an electronic 
number system in which students scan their ID cards and get 
assigned a time as often as they want or need. 
As a candidate, Diallo also wants to fi ght for equal profes-
sional development opportunities for all students without 
considering their race, religion or sex. He stated that personal 
experiences, such as a time when he speculates that he was 
rejected from an opportunity because of his race, have driven 
him to make this a campaign priority. He believes that an in-
dividual’s school should take on all responsibility to prepare 
enrolled students for a job after graduation. 
Diallo says that the role of USG is to fi rmly advocate on be-
half of all students and that there should be a distinction be-
tween USG and the Offi  ce of Student Life, which should work 
to advocate for the school. However, he would like the two to 
loosely collaborate without partnering up on every initiative.
Additionally, he believes that USG members should be 
more engaging with Baruch’s undergraduate population be-
cause he believes that the current USG is not as engaging as 
it can be. He would like to demonstrate that student govern-
ment is a resource for students and they can rely on USG to 
be aware of issues and take care of them in a timely, effi  cient 
and respectful manner. 
Additionally, he wants to replace the sense of competition 
that exists at Baruch and foster a sense of teamwork instead. 
Diallo handpicked the other members of his party, #Change, 
according to level of devotion and similar mentality. 
Diallo has held various leadership positions in Le Club 
Francais and has started his own club, the Guinean Students 
Association. He also holds a position within Baruch’s chapter 
of Toastmasters International.
Theta Apple Pie
Theta Apple Pie is meant to be a fun, joking ref-
erence to a fraternity. Be-
low the surface, however, 
the idea is to bring a fun, 
optimistic image to the 
Undergraduate Student 
Government that will 
grab the attention of stu-
dents who are not even re-
motely involved with USG, 
David Scholes said in an in-
terview.
Th e idea to form the party began 
with Scholes, the current president of the 
Residence Hall Council and TAP’s candidate for president. 
When forming the party, he began by reaching out to people 
on athletic teams as well as members of clubs and the RHC. 
Later in the campaign, current members of USG approached 
TAP to join the party. Th is, according to Scholes, created a 
campaign that merges fun and optimism with a serious, 
change-driven message.
“[I]t’s very important that it’s Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment [emphasis on student] and it’s supposed to be run 
by students and the word ‘student’ shouldn’t just encompass 
people who have been included in USG year after year af-
ter year. It should also include club leaders, … active people 
on campus and also people who maybe are not so active on 
campus, but also want to make a change,” Scholes said.
In order to achieve its goals, TAP created a platform com-
posed of three core ideas: transparency, advocacy and par-
ticipation. 
For transparency, the party wants to make sure that the 
average student knows what USG is and how it operates. As 
for advocacy, TAP wants to push the needs of clubs ahead of 
its own, whether it is through reaching out to clubs, making 
them feel more welcome in USG or distributing more money 
to clubs. Lastly, participation stands for emphasizing mem-
bership in the various clubs and organizations rather than 
just USG.
Since most of TAP’s members are not involved with USG, 
Scholes asked them to familiarize themselves with their po-
tential roles by reading the USG constitution and candidacy 
packets, and by attending USG senate meetings.
“Right now, it’s a one-party system,” Scholes said. “It’s es-
sentially a party meeting in that there is no real dissenting 
viewpoint. … Excluding the members of our team that we 
have now who are on the senate, I feel like … the structure of 
it is set up so that it’s very hard for even them to voice opin-
ions. I think what’s most important is allowing those diff erent 
ideas to come forward, for them to be debated and for the 
strongest one to go forward.”
Rise Baruch
The idea behind Rise Baruch is to move beyond what the Undergraduate Student Government is and means to 
people, the party’s presidential candidate Isabel Arias ex-
plained in an interview. 
To accomplish that, Arias brought together a team of 
roughly 50 current USG members, club leaders and other 
people who are involved in student life.
Th e goal of this mix, Arias explained, is to build a bridge 
between club life and USG. Members of the party believe that 
having club leaders on the senate table will help come up 
with “real change,” help students understand how USG oper-
ates and make it more approachable to non-USG members.
“[W]hen you get club leaders and people who you feel ac-
tually represent you and you can see people on the [senate] 
table who you feel like you can actually relate to, you can talk 
to … it will encourage more club leaders and students to get 
involved,” Arias said.
In order to achieve its goals, Rise Baruch came up with a 
platform that consists of fi ve main elements: eff ectiveness, 
reliability, representation, transparency and unity.
For unity, the idea is that unifying the voice of club life 
and USG will help USG come up with improvements that 
actually help students. Having enough representation, Arias 
explained, will make the senate table more relatable to the 
everyday student, which will make it easier for people to ap-
proach USG with ideas. It also in-
volves including people whose 
experiences go beyond the 
senate table. As for trans-
parency, Rise Baruch 
hopes to build deeper 
bonds with clubs by eas-
ing the clubs’ experienc-
es with appeals, budgets 
and sponsorships.
“One thing [party 
members mentioned] was 
adding—something that 
someone who’s just in USG 
might never know—they want 
coat hangers in the club suite,” 
Arias said while recalling one of the par-
ty’s meetings. “It would clear up a lot of space and provide 
much more seating room for other students to come sit and 
join the clubs and interact with the clubs.”
Most of Rise Baruch’s goals and objectives depend on a 
stream of student involvement and feedback. In order to 
make it easier for students to speak their minds and meet the 
team prior to the election, Rise Baruch will hold tabling ses-
sions on the second fl oor lobby. If elected, Arias also plans to 
reinstate USG’s full open door policy so that students are not 
intimidated by closed doors.
Q&A
Q:  When can I vote in the Under-
graduate Student Government 
election?
A: Students can vote for their candi-
dates on four days: Saturday, April 22, 
and between Tuesday, April 25 and 
Th ursday, April 27.
Q: When do students find out who 
won the election?
A: After the voting booths close, mem-
bers of the Offi  ce of Student Life will take 
the ballots into their offi  ce for counting. 
At that point, members of each party, 
individual candidates and students can 
wait for OSL to count the votes behind 
closed doors and announce the results 
in the second fl oor lobby.
Q: Is it possible for members of 
both parties to win the election?
Yes. Students have the choice but are 
not required to vote for an entire party. 
Th is means that a president of one party 
may end up working with the party he 
or she was running against. Th e same 
rules apply for other members of each 
party.
Q: When can candidates begin cam-
paigning?
A: According to OSL rules, parties and 
individual candidates were able to be-
gin campaigning on Th ursday, March 
23, at 2:30 p.m.
Q: How can I find out more infor-
mation about each candidate?
A: Since candidates are now allowed to 
campaign, they can be found around 
campus and on social media. Students 
will also be able to attend a debate 
where high-ranking candidates will 
face off . Th e debate is tentatively sched-
uled to take place on April 20. 
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Head organizer of Women's March offers advice
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Eventually, she was off ered a 
job within a company ranked sixth 
in the New York Stock Exchange. 
As she shifted her focus to proj-
ect management, she completed 
her MBA program in London and 
wrote her thesis in Th ailand. Her 
career history included working at 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. and Gold-
man Sachs Group Inc.
Siemionko fi rst explained the 
signifi cance of networking in ca-
reers.
“Women often prevent them-
selves from moving forward be-
cause they do it incorrectly. Wom-
en have a lot to off er. Th ey should 
set goals and know goals. Th en 
they should ask themselves how do 
I get here,” Siemionko said.
Siemionko also said that many 
women suff er from fear and feel 
like they are not adding enough 
value in their careers.
“Th ere was a study published 
revealing that women are more 
critical on themselves than men 
and fail to recognize their achieve-
ments. Build a relationship, be 
genuine and set goals. It can be 
done and you are going to make it,” 
she said.
Students then asked if this 
mindset places their reputation 
on the line and if it is superfi cial to 
get in contact with someone just 
to inquire about a job. Siemionko 
replied that one should use fear to 
push themselves forward because 
women are so hard on themselves. 
Males are blunt, happier and open. 
Yet women love to put labels and 
often see one another as threats. 
She urged women to put them-
selves out there.
One student then mentioned 
the wage gap, saying that there 
were two perspectives on the gen-
der inequality in the workplace: 
this is a reality that should be com-
bated or that women do it to them-
selves when they enter a male-
dominated career.
Siemionko explained that this 
stems from an outlook that one is 
not worthy of making more money. 
She repeated that women must un-
derstand that they are worth more 
and deserve more.
“Th is lack of confi dence was ev-
ident in a western marketing study. 
Proud, strong and dominant wom-
en were shown in advertisements 
for facial cream and makeup. Th is 
damaged a viewer’s self-esteem. 
Do not forget that feeling unloved 
and unworthy shows when you 
come into work,” she disclosed.
Students also asked questions 
on how to defy the notion that 
women should be nurturing home-
makers, how to excel in interviews 
and how to conquer self-esteem is-
sues.
Siemionko said to write down 
goals and mentally step back to 
evaluate their goals. If you know 
what you want, you can establish a 
coherent plan to get further.
“In sociology they found that 
when young boys play, they fi x the 
rules if they break them and con-
tinue to play. On the other hand, 
when young girls play with dolls, 
they negotiate and tell each other 
what toys they want. Take the cen-
ter pool of resources and divide 
that between the community,” she 
advised.
She further said that personal-
ity outshines a resume in an inter-
view. She recommended sticking 
to goals to improve self-esteem. Do 
not be afraid of taking advantage 
of networking opportunities and 
strive to get mentors because they 
off er honest feedback.
She proceeded to highlight 
how crucial time management is 
and that students should structure 
tasks. She disclosed that she ap-
plied this stance when organizing 
the Women’s March. 
As a result, she received a per-
mit one weekend and had 2,000 
people sign up for the next week-
end.
Siemionko concluded the event 
by saying to identify your passion 
because that is your real compass. 
It is fi ne to be passionate about 
something that does not pay a lot 
of money.
“You do not have a purpose. 
You have many purposes,” she said.
 
Th e Hostos Community Col-
lege women’s basketball team 
placed fi fth in the nation at the 
National Junior College Ath-
letic Association Tournament 
on March 18 and 19. Th e team 
beat Borough of Manhattan 
Community College to qualify 
for the tournament on March 5, 
standing as Hostos’ only regional 
title in the history of the school. 
“Placing 5th in the nation is a tre-
mendous feat, especially since 
we were able to capture two vic-
tories against top 10 teams on 
the national stage,” said team 
Athletics Director Krishna Dass. 
“Th is lays a solid foundation for 
the Caimans to build on and we 
look forward to another national 
run in 2018.” Th e team also beat 
BMCC on Feb. 17 to achieve its 
fi rst CUNYAC Championship 
win since 2007.
_______________________ 
Th e City College of New 
York recently copyrighted the 
“CUNY/CCNY Digital Lab In-
spection Program,” a digital 
program that aids making lab in-
spection easier. Th e idea for the 
DLIP was generated by Graciano 
Matos, the Laboratory Hygiene 
Offi  cer in CCNY’s Offi  ce of En-
vironmental Health and Occu-
pational Safety. “One practical 
feature of the DLIP is that it gives 
us the ability to organize data 
generated from our inspections 
into graphs and tables,” he said. 
“We can do statistical analysis, 
measure outcomes, corrective 
action, observe trends, make 
comparisons, gauge strengths 
and weaknesses ... It is fl ex-
ible enough so that we can add 
features that can enhance the 
inspection process.” DLIP can 
also pinpoint where defi cien-
cies most frequently occur. Th e 
program will be available to all 
CUNY colleges for free.
_______________________
Mayor Bill de Blasio chose 
Frederick Schaff er, the former 
general counsel and senior vice 
chancellor for legal aff airs for 
CUNY, as the chairman of New 
York City’s Campaign Finance 
Board. Schaff er, who retired 
from his positon within CUNY 
in December, will lead the board 
as it regulates the fi nancial as-
pects of the quickly approaching 
elections in the city. Prior to his 
position within CUNY, Schaff er 
also served as a chairman of the 
Legal Aid Society, former Mayor 
Edward Koch’s chief litigating 
corporation counsel and a fed-
eral prosecutor in Manhattan. 
Schaff er has not had much prior 
involvement with de Blasio up 
to this point, and will serve in 
this unpaid position until the 
end of 2018.  
_______________________
Th e Dean of Th e City College 
of New York’s Grove School of 
Engineering Gilda A. Barabino, 
is the recipient of the 2017 Pierre 
Galletti Award. Th e award, 
given by the American Insti-
tute for Medical and Biological 
Engineering, recognizes the re-
cipient’s work promoting and 
increasing public awareness 
of medical and biological engi-
neering. It is the highest honor 
one can receive from AIMBE, 
a nonprofi t organization that 
represents the top 2 percent of 
all medical and biological en-
gineers in the fi eld. Barabino is 
the organization’s current presi-
dent. Barabino is an AIChE Fel-
low of the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers, the highest 
grade of membership one can 
receive from that organization. 
COMPILED BY 
VICTORIA MERLINO
N e w s  B r i e f s
G.L.A.S.S. instructs students on how to be better allies
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Th e Gender, Love and Sexuality 
Spectrum at Baruch College hosted 
an “Allies Lunch” event on March 
23, promoting deeper understand-
ing and respect of the LGBT com-
munity through a panel of guest 
speakers. 
Th e event opened with a short 
video, made by G.L.A.S.S., instruct-
ing straight and cisgender students 
on how to be good allies to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple. Some of the ideas presented by 
G.L.A.S.S. members in the video 
encouraged students to educate 
themselves on the diff erent terms 
used by the LGBT community and 
to speak out if they saw an LGBT 
person being harassed. 
Th e room was then opened to 
questions from the attending stu-
dents, to be answered by the panel. 
Students could submit questions 
anonymously either by writing 
them on slips of paper provided by 
G.L.A.S.S. or by submitting them 
via a web form specifi cally for the 
event. 
Th e panel was designed to in-
clude a diverse set of perspectives 
from across the Baruch commu-
nity, according to Gabe Roman, the 
president of G.L.A.S.S. 
Suggested by a freshman who 
had only recently joined G.L.A.S.S., 
the event “was about bringing al-
lies and the LGBT community clos-
er by having an open forum where 
people that are trying to [become] 
allies could ask whatever questions 
they wanted so that they can make 
themselves better allies,” said Ro-
man.
Cassie Woody, a Baruch stu-
dent and the creative director of 
G.L.A.S.S., and Kayla Maryles, as-
sistant director of New Student 
Programs and the club advisor to 
G.L.A.S.S., were both on the panel, 
as well as Baruch professors Chris-
topher Scott and Janet Werther. Ro-
man moderated the event. 
Questions posed to the panel-
ists covered a wide range of topics, 
from “Are asexual and aromantic 
people included in the LGBTQ 
community?” to “How do you ad-
dress people who don’t want to be 
referred to by any cisgendered pro-
nouns?”
In addition to addressing gen-
eral questions about the LGBT 
community, the panelists delved 
into their own personal stories 
with questions like: “What kind of 
opposition have you faced? What 
did you feel in that moment? And 
how did you overcome it?” Werther 
spoke about being fi red from jobs 
for being gay, while other panelists 
talked about discrimination they 
had faced from both family and 
strangers.  
Ways to be a good straight and 
cisgender ally to the LGBT com-
munity were also discussed by the 
panel. Students were encouraged 
to support the LGBT community 
without overshadowing the com-
munity. 
“Straight allies, cis[gender] al-
lies—feel free to out yourself every 
day, in every possible way. Every 
day can be your coming out day. 
Please, use your voice, and let 
people—not just the queer people 
in your life, but also the cis/straight 
people who might not be allies—
know that you are an ally every 
day,” said Werther in response to 
the question, “Why do some peo-
ple view coming out as an ally on 
National Coming Out Day as off en-
sive?” 
When asked “What would you 
say are the top three skills or char-
acteristics of an eff ective ally?” 
Woody said: “Number one would 
be listening. Number two would 
be action. Number three would be 
more listening.” 
Good allyship, the panelists 
stressed, stemmed from listening 
to LGBT voices, responding to their 
needs and supporting them in their 
endeavors. Working together as a 
community, cisgender, LGBT and 
straight people can all push for 
greater equality for all. 
NATHAN LIN | THE TICKER
Allies gained a better understanding of the LGBT community by interacting with a panel of guest speakers on March 23.
NATHAN LIN | THE TICKER
Siemionko believes that many women are worried that they are not contributing enough throughout their careers.
MARCH 27, 2017 THE TICKER NEWS I PAGE 5
Opinions
Th e MTA recently implemented a new round of fare hikes on March 
20 as part of its regular schedule to raise rates biennially since 2009. 
While the cost of a single ride MetroCard stayed at $2.75, fares for the 
weekly and monthly cards increased to $32 and $121 respectively, a 
change big enough to worry anxious college students. 
Deemed a commuter school, Baruch College plays host to many 
students who rely on public transportation to meet their travel needs. 
Students rely on the MTA to bring them to and from school and activi-
ties in which they are involved. 
While some students see the slight increase as an insignifi cant 
change, others argue that the fare hike will just give the MTA more 
money to waste. With each hike, it has become more apparent that 
the MTA is not well-managed and that its progress in solving the over-
crowding and service issues has, unfortunately, been minimal, if at all. 
For many classes, attendance is refl ected as part of each student’s 
fi nal participation grade. Consistent tardiness caused by unexpected 
train delays and weekend construction has forced many students to 
miss valuable class time and reschedule their plans. 
One suggestion to improve the subway would be to reduce the car 
density during rush hours. Th is can be achieved by creating a system 
that would determine the number of passengers in each car prior to its 
arrival to the station. Many riders know the pain of waiting for a train 
only to get on a full cart. Sometimes, when running to a diff erent car, rid-
ers could miss the train, which only leads to more anger and frustration. 
Although the MTA has failed to address complaints from its riders, 
one thing the agency deserves to be commended for is its integration 
of new technology. Earlier this year, the MTA added and made Wi-Fi 
service available to all 279 of its underground subway stations. 
While CUNY has done a good job of keeping tuition aff ordable for its 
students, those who need to take out loans could face further burdens 
with a rising interest rate environment. Th e higher fares could be more 
than what some students can handle, given their fi nancial situation. 
If the MTA is going to raise fares, the least it can do is make the sys-
tem more reliable and enjoyable for its riders. Fare hikes should be jus-
tifi ed by legitimate needs for improvement projects that are more than 
just the agency’s empty promise to the millions of New Yorkers who use 
the transit to move around the city.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
MTA fare hikes create diffi  cult 
conditions for CUNY students
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
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ussian President Vladimir 
Putin and U.S. President 
Donald Trump demonstrate 
symbiotic amity, which is emblem-
atic of the deep-seated connec-
tions between the Russian govern-
ment and offi  cials of the Trump 
administration. 
On Nov. 9, Putin congratulated 
Trump on his stunning victory over 
Hillary Clinton. While the gesture 
may seem to be just a simple diplo-
matic move from one world leader 
to another, it is far more than that. 
It is symbolic of an elaborate and 
comprehensive relationship, which 
would only begin to reveal itself in 
its true capacity over the course 
of the next several months. Secret 
meetings and wishful promises are 
coming under public scrutiny.
Th e extent to which Trump and 
members of his campaign impli-
cate themselves in business and 
alliances with Putin, his associates 
and Russian companies is down-
right alarming. Russian infl uence 
is rampant across the administra-
tion. Everyone from members of 
Trump’s cabinet, including former 
national security adviser Michael 
Flynn and Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson, to his campaign advisers, 
including Paul Manafort and Carter 
Page, all have varying degrees of in-
terest in Russian industry. 
Trump’s Russian ties delegiti-
mize him as a trustworthy presi-
dent and also impact diplomatic 
relations with Russia. 
“Believe me!” is no longer a de-
fense for Trump’s policies when his 
own, handpicked national security 
adviser chose to consciously with-
hold information from Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence regarding his in-
teractions with and promises made 
to the Russian ambassador.
It is hypocritical of citizens to 
stand by Trump’s “America First” 
policy when his secretary of state 
has done extensive business with 
oil and energy companies owned 
by the Russian government.
Beyond the domestic conse-
quences, Trump’s involvement 
with Putin also has ramifi cations 
on diplomatic relations as a whole. 
Every word that Trump says about 
Putin and every move that he 
makes involving Russia will need to 
be examined under intense scruti-
ny just to make sure that no ulterior 
motives are guiding his actions. 
One might argue that this kind 
of analysis is far from necessary 
and that it is an overreaction to 
suddenly become paranoid of what 
kinds of surreptitious agreements 
might be happening behind closed 
doors, but that is far from the case. 
What Trump does not realize 
is that his actions have critical sig-
nifi cance on a global scale. While 
Trump may be taking his develop-
ing friendship with Putin at face 
value, it is almost certain that Putin 
has an ulterior motive in mind. 
U.S.-imposed sanctions are 
dangerous for an already debili-
tated Russian economy and Putin 
has made it evident that he wishes 
to return Russia to its Cold War-
era prowess through potential an-
nexation of former East Bloc states. 
Whether it be an economic gain in 
the form of lifted sanctions or geo-
political gain through complicity in 
the event of an invasion similar to 
that of the Russian occupation of 
Crimea, Putin has expressed sup-
port for Trump even before Elec-
tion Day for a reason. 
Even though the president may 
not realize it, Putin has taken note 
of the fact that Trump is unlike any 
other president. He is more than 
willing to break long-established 
foreign policy precedent to prove 
that he is putting “America fi rst.” In 
doing so, Putin hopes to capitalize 
on the idea that Trump will look 
the other way if Russia makes an 
audacious maneuver in the Baltic 
region, based on the notion that in-
tervening in such an international 
incident would needlessly put U.S. 
assets at risk. 
Never before have U.S. citizens 
been required to question their 
president and his administration’s 
motives and allegiances. Th e very 
fact that such close inspection is 
necessary is ridiculous and embar-
rassing for a country that prides 
itself on its nationalism and demo-
cratic values. Th e world should be 
afraid of the consequences that 
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ublic Advocate Letitia James 
has called for an investi-
gation into the Renewal 
Schools Program after many claims 
have been made that the money is 
only being wasted and struggling 
schools are not improving. 
Th e program was introduced by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio in 2014 to help 
struggling schools through several 
interventions. Almost four years 
have passed and many claim there 
have been few improvements. 
Th e program intended to create 
community schools, extend school 
time, supply resources and support 
for eff ective school leadership and 
create a system of goals and con-
sequences for schools that do not 
meet such goals. 
Th e renewal schools have prov-
en to have very little success in 
meeting their initial goals, with nine 
schools already closed. It was also 
reported that the renewal schools’ 
enrollment has fallen nearly 25 
percent, 12 percent of high school 
graduates were college-ready and 
only three of the renewal schools 
met their goals.
Th ere has also been a lot of criti-
cism about the program’s spend-
ing, which has already set out to 
spend $2.1 million on leadership 
coaches and $77 million for two-
year contracts with 35 nonprofi ts. It 
was also reported that schools are 
hiring unlicensed people as well as 
teachers with bad records.
De Blasio hoped to help these 
schools. However, after more 
than two years since the program 
started, he has been ignoring solid 
proof of the program’s success and 
has decided to continue spending 
tax money on it. Th e mayor has 
not taken an aggressive approach 
to accomplish what the program 
intended. 
Th e problems that these schools 
are facing is a result of social segre-
gation. While a diverse classroom 
can be very benefi cial for a stu-
dent’s social and academic devel-
opment, it is ultimately the quality 
of education and discipline a stu-
dent has that determines his or her 
success in school. 
Many neighborhoods in New 
York City tend to be very racially 
and ethnically homogenous and 
that is refl ected in the schools. For 
convenience, many parents prefer 
to enroll their children in a school 
near their homes and many cannot 
aff ord to travel a long distance to 
a school that will have students of 
diff erent backgrounds.
While this is a factor that has a 
great infl uence on the lack of di-
versity in classrooms throughout 
schools in New York, it is pivotal 
that diversity is taught in school as 
part of the curriculum. 
Social segregation is an im-
mense problem in New York and 
in the United States as a whole. 
A program where children can 
take advantage of this diverse city 
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Donald Trump is an unpredictable president. He regularly uses 
Twitter as a platform to share his beliefs and tends to change his stance 
on major issues on a whim. 
Currently, he is creating a budget that will cut funds from various 
social programs and increase military and security spending. Most no-
tably, his proposed cuts to Social Security benefi ts are likely to be disas-
trous for poor and disabled seniors.
Trump also proposed to cut funding from the National Endowment 
for the Arts and National Endowment for the Humanities. Without the 
funds, U.S. arts communities will suff er considerably.
His unpredictability made a comeback when instead of cutting 
NASA funding—he proposed earlier cutting the NASA budget to $19.1 
billion—Trump signed a bill that would add $19.5 billion to space ex-
ploration. Specifi cally, the bill pushes for human exploration of Mars in 
order to fi nd out whether it can sustain life.
With so much uncertainty surrounding Trump’s budget for the next 
fi scal year, the knowledge that a signifi cant entity like NASA will receive 
proper funding is reassuring. 
It shows that the administration, despite some of its other decisions, 
supports its scientists and astronauts. However, it also creates confu-
sion as to what the administration prioritizes. After all, how can it sup-
port one form of advancement while gutting another? 
Trump's erratic behavior leads to 
confusion and unfair decisions
Russian infl uence on the Trump administration may impair diplomatic relations and economic progress 
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O
f all the unusual moves that 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration has had 
the audacity to make, perhaps the 
most unusual was Trump’s 6 a.m. 
tweet claiming that former Pres-
ident Barack Obama had wire-
tapped Trump’s home. 
It was a ludicrous enough sug-
gestion that former CIA Chief Leon 
Panetta felt the need on March 20 
to demand that Trump apologize 
to Obama over the unsubstanti-
ated accusations. However, soon 
after the FBI announced that there 
was no evidence to suggest any 
kind of wiretapping, offi  cials also 
stated that public hearings would 
be held to determine whether Rus-
sia interfered in the U.S. presiden-
tial election. 
Th e announcement incited de-
mands from democrats that the 
investigation be as nonbiased as 
possible to determine the full ex-
tent of Russian interference. 
It was also around this time that 
the fi nal points on Trump’s new 
budget plan were being proposed, 
a plan that received the ire of his 
own party as well as the Demo-
crat minority in Congress for the 
draconian measures it suggested 
undertaking in order to “balance” 
the budget. To Trump, this means 
drastically increasing already-in-
fl ated military and intelligence 
budgets and slashing just about 
everything else. 
With this in mind, it is likely that 
this nonsense regarding potential 
wiretapping was an orchestrat-
ed public relations smokescreen 
created to divert attention from 
the more malignant aspects of his 
administration. 
Whether it is in regard to the 
legitimacy of his administration or 
the implementation of one of the 
most reactionary and damaging 
budget plans in U.S. history, there 
has become a need to fuel the me-
dia blitz of outlandish and ridicu-
lous news to divert attention away 
from his more dangerous agendas. 
Trump knows what it means to put 
the camera’s eye on something 
else. Indeed, his entire campaign 
strategy was built on misdirection 
and outlandishness. 
It should be no surprise, then, 
that his administration follows 
suit in tactics befi tting someone 
more in line with the ethically 
dodgy days of Nixon rather than 
the iconoclastic beacon forward 
Trump promised to be during 
his campaign. 
However, rather than impose 
a stream of patriotic propagan-
da encouraging a foreign war, the 
new tactic is to make people for-
get the hypothetical foreign war is 
even happening. Distraction has 
become the new means of prop-
aganda, a diversion instead of a 
grayed-out lie. Th e infl ux of infor-
mation that the administration 
has the power to release is a glut 
of contradictory yet overwhelming 
news that cleverly hides anything 
potentially important or damag-
ing. Th is should be expected in 
the years to come if Trump is not 
reigned in to any extent, which, by 
all appearances, will not happen 
anytime soon.
For all the jokes about Trump 
being a child in a president’s body, 
he is far from that. He is incom-
petent but self-serving to a point 
where anything that he achieves, 
no matter how outrageous, is fair 
game. His use of distraction via 
Twitter has become the strongest 
political weapon he could yield. 
With less than 140 characters, he 
can set the internet ablaze in order 
to mask actual fi res. Th e simplicity 
of his language and almost gonzo 
rhetoric that makes every word 
pop are the tools of a demagogue 
with a fl air for media manipula-
tion. Th e greatest thing that the 
Republican Party ever allowed its 
new fi gurehead was the privilege 
to keep the account he now uses 
to alternatively discuss policy and 
make people shout and shake.
Under normal circumstances, 
such frighteningly manipulative 
behavior and evidence of collusion 
with a foreign power for personal 
ends would lead to preliminary 
discussions of an impeachment, 
especially of a man as deserving 
as Trump. 
Th e Senate has proceeded with 
a business-as-usual attitude de-
spite being in the  middle of such a 
monumental scandal. Th e FBI was 
convinced that its members need-
ed to investigate an accusation that 
had no basis in a reality outside of 
Trump’s mind. 
Now, as investigations regard-
ing the realities of Trump’s own 
administration begin to take on 
some level of serious discussion, 
it is time to turn off  the social me-
dia feeds and try to stick to the one 
thing that matters right now: that 
the president’s offi  ce is being ma-
nipulated by a man and a group of 
his cronies for their personal en-
richment and must be saved, with-
out hesitation, from itself.
Reuven Glezer is a sophomore 
studying Literary Form and Writ-
ing. He is a frequent contributor to 
Th e Ticker and an editor for Refract 
Magazine.
Precedent exists for Bharara's removal
T
his past week, a man unof-
fi cially known as “Th e Sher-
riff  of Wall Street,” Preet 
Bharara, was removed from his 
position as a federal prosecutor. 
Th ere has been signifi cant outcry 
in response to this, as liberals have 
started to refer to his fi ring as yet 
another power grab by the newly 
elected “authoritarian regime” in 
Washington. 
Democratic politicians and left-
leaning sects of media lead people 
to believe that President Donald 
Trump’s administration is so out-
wardly corrupt that it is willing to 
conspicuously hurt democracy by 
dismissing Bharara. He is regarded 
as a noble and selfl ess prosecu-
tor who has gone after unscrupu-
lous politicians and put a stop 
to the rampant corruption that 
has plagued Wall Street since its 
inception. 
It is a travesty that the Trump 
administration would continue 
on its precedent-breaking path by 
outrageously going after such an 
honest public servant. 
In reality, this is one of the few 
areas in which the Trump admin-
istration has not deviated from 
the norm. It is a common occur-
rence for incoming presidents 
to ask for the resignation of fed-
eral prosecutors, especially if he 
or she is aligned with a diff erent 
political party. 
Th is practice has also been fol-
lowed by democrats, though for 
the sake of demonizing Trump, 
they would prefer one to think oth-
erwise. Indeed, President Barack 
Obama asked for the resignation of 
President George Bush’s appoin-
tees. Before him, President Bill 
Clinton did the same.
Whether one agrees or dis-
agrees with the policies advocated 
for by Trump and his staff , it makes 
sense that he would want the pros-
ecutors working for him to hold 
similar beliefs and be willing to 
prosecute and carry out the laws 
enacted and prioritized by the new 
administration. 
Th e country saw a prime ex-
ample of this in the case of for-
mer Deputy Attorney General 
Sally Yates, who refused to protect 
Trump’s immigration directive. 
Her political ideologies prevented 
her from performing her duties 
so she was subsequently removed 
from her position. 
Th e same logic applies to Bhar-
ara, a holdover from the previous 
administration, who held confl ict-
ing beliefs and interests to the cur-
rent administration. While Bhara-
ra portrays himself as a martyr, he 
is far from innocent. He was only 
fi red because, unlike many of his 
colleagues, he refused to resign. 
While his stand against a widely 
despised administration appears 
noble, it is in fact a blatant politi-
cal ploy. Federal prosecutors like 
Bharara are political appointees 
and, in their own right, politicians. 
By refusing to step down, he will 
undoubtedly appeal to many liber-
als in New York City. Many specu-
late that his plans include a run 
for governor of New York State or 
mayor of New York City. 
Nothing reveals his political 
motivations more than his staged 
departure, which was character-
ized by cameras along with ap-
plauding crowds and his tweet ref-
erencing the Moreland Commis-
sion. In his tweet, he not-so-subtly 
implied that he was fi red because 
of who he was investigating. 
A common criticism of this de-
cision is the timing of the fi ring in 
relation to Bharara’s investigation 
into the Trump administration. 
Before news broke of Bharara’s 
removal, he had been directly 
involved with investigations sur-
rounding the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Tom Price. 
Th e cabinet offi  cial was be-
ing probed for allegedly trading 
health-related stocks. Given that 
Trump had indicated the fed-
eral prosecutor would remain 
in his position, it can be argued 
that Bharara was removed to pre-
vent future “attacks” to Trump’s 
White House.
If a government offi  cial uses his 
or her power to evade a fair and 
warranted investigation or punish-
ment, then that person should cer-
tainly face consequences. 
Fortunately, Th e Offi  ce of the 
U.S. Attorneys functions in such a 
way that Trump’s actions should 
have no eff ect on the Price inves-
tigation. Current investigations 
will continue, meaning the cabinet 
member will still be probed and 
brought to justice if anything of 
substance is found. 
Trump and Attorney General 
Jeff  Sessions may be planning a 
change in direction for federal 
prosecutors. It is very possible, 
based on what many have already 
seen from the administration, that 
white-collar crime may lose its 
place as the top priority for pros-
ecutors in New York. 
While it can be argued that 
Trump is doing this to prevent 
further investigation into his own 
business dealings, it cannot be 
substantiated yet. If Trump is at-
tempting to cover up illicit behav-
ior, then he should be punished. 
However, spreading misinforma-
tion for political gain about the 




Trump's decision to dismiss Bharara is a practical presidential move that should not be under scrutiny
A 
little over eight years ago, 
Verizon Wireless promised 
to off er FiOS service to ev-
ery household within the fi ve bor-
oughs, yet almost 1 million homes 
are still unable to get the service. 
After years of carrying the 
weight of this broken promise, 
New York City’s annoyance has 
reached its peak. Th e city fi led 
a lawsuit against Verizon for its 
failure to live up to everything it 
promised people. 
It is compelling to ask why 
citizens did not go after Verizon 
right away. Citizens let the prob-
lem persist and continued to stew 
over it rather than take action . A 
lawsuit would have been a waste 
of time and the pursuit of a settle-
ment seems to be too tame of a 
response. 
Th ere are more damaging ways 
the city could have taken a stand 
against Verizon, a company that 
already receives constant negative 
backlash but still manages to come 
out on top.
In the summer of 2016, nearly 
40,000 Verizon workers went on 
strike from April 13 to May 30. 
Instead of being open to a quick 
compromise and getting its work-
ers back, Verizon held out on 
them. Th is hurt workers’ families 
who relied on paychecks and in-
surance benefi ts from Verizon 
to survive. 
Verizon off ered fi nancial in-
centives to persuade workers 
to cross union lines, spent large 
amounts of money to temporarily 
transfer workers from other states 
and paid unexperienced workers 
hired through phone interviews 
to replace workers who practiced 
skilled labor.
If the company does not even 
care about its own employees, why 
would it care about its customers? 
Th e answer is simple—a lawsuit 
is just a fl imsy piece of paper to a 
huge corporation like Verizon. Ve-
rizon has simply gotten too big for 
its britches. 
It has become a stoic corpora-
tion that is unfeeling toward the 
plight of its various constituents, 
everyday civilians, managers—
who are put in the middle—and 
union workers. All that matters to 
Verizon is profi t.
In order to get Verizon’s at-
tention and persuade it to keep 
its promises, more competition 
should be instilled. Before Verizon 
came along with cable, Spectrum, 
formerly known as Time Warner 
Cable, was rolling in money as the 
only cable provider in most areas. 
When the two started competing, 
however, prices went down and 
customer service improved as they 
tried to lure in consumers. 
Competition benefi ts the con-
sumer as well as the corporation. 
It keeps them honest, innovative 
and, most importantly, human. 
Perhaps the most damning 
thing the people of New York City 
in particular can do is the same 
thing the Verizon strikers have 
done for years: protest. 
Th e 2016 strike raised aware-
ness about Verizon’s nefarious 
practices and generated so much 
negative publicity toward the 
company. 
While Verizon has not faced 
truly irreparable fi nancial back-
lash, its brand value has gone 
down as people turn to compa-
nies like Sprint and AT&T. Veri-
zon’s bullying will be its downfall 
because the hardest thing to rise 
from is a bad reputation. Verizon’s 




lack of care for clients
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Students need to push 
legislators for funding
A
s we come down to the fi -
nal days before the state 
legislature passes its bud-
get, CUNY is once again a topic 
of much debate. Th e state budget 
continues to leave out key parts of 
the student agenda and before it is 
passed, it is essential that our con-
cerns be addressed. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s Excel-
sior Program continues to have 
fl aws that must be fi xed. Tuition 
hikes are being proposed and 
put forth by the State Assembly. 
Meanwhile, funding for key pro-
grams that CUNY students have 
relied on is nowhere to be found in 
the budget. 
Members of the Undergradu-
ate Student Government at both 
Baruch College and within the 
CUNY system have rallied at 
City Hall, marched the Brooklyn 
Bridge and lobbied on the fl oor of 
the state legislatures. 
However, in order for our cam-
paign to succeed, students, en 
masse, must start to participate. 
Students must take it upon them-
selves to play a more active roll 
in our advocacy eff orts. Th ere is 
nothing more crucial than student 
participation right now.
Over the next week, USG will 
be hosting phone-banking ses-
sions for students to reach out to 
their local offi  cials and continue to 
advocate for a fully funded CUNY. 
With your help, we will continue to 
pressure the legislators and make 
sure our needs are met. If we fail 
to act now, policies like the tuition 
increase will stifl e student input 
for years to come. 
Th e Excelsior Program, imple-
mented in the way Cuomo out-
lined, will not benefi t a majority 
of CUNY students as it only assists 
those who take 15 credits or more. 
Once implemented, it becomes 
very diffi  cult to change the regula-
tions and parameters so we must 
act now to include our students. 
Th e proposed tuition hike by the 
New York State Assembly is not 
just a one-year plan. It will lock us 
in for yearly $200 increases until 
the fi scal year 2022. We must con-
vince them to alter their proposals. 
At the local level, the idea of 
shifting nearly $50 million dollars 
from the state budget to the city for 
senior colleges has fl oated by our 
university, but was not included 
in Mayor Bill de Blasio’s prelimi-
nary budget announcement. If 
this continues to be left out of both 
budget proposals, Baruch will re-
ceive massive cuts, as we are one 
of CUNY’s senior institutions.  
As students, it is our responsi-
bility to stand up and fi ght back 
against the short-term cuts and 
long-term policies that harm us. 
We must continue to be our own 
champions and battle until a 
budget that benefi ts all students 
is passed. 
Daniel Dornbaum is the president 
of USG. He can be reached at dan-
iel.dornbaum@usgbaruch.com. 




White House needs more direction
Obamacare diminishes competition
S
imple facts and numbers 
can be manipulated to say 
almost anything someone 
wants them to say. News outlets 
tend to take full advantage of this 
when covering anything contro-
versial. Most recently, this can be 
seen in the news coverage of the 
American Healthcare Act. Th e 
new healthcare act is intended to 
follow through on the Republican 
campaign promise to “repeal and 
replace "Obamacare.”
News outlets report, “Repub-
licans are disagreeing with the 
new healthcare bill,” as a means of 
pointing out that Trump is so bad 
that even his own party is disagree-
ing with him. Th e problem with 
this is that they will not tell you 
why those Republicans are in dis-
agreement. 
Th e media gives awful-sound-
ing statistics like the fact that 
24 million people will lose their 
health insurance under the Ameri-
can Healthcare Act. Th ey do not, 
however, divulge that those people 
will not really be losing anything. 
Th ey will be choosing not to pur-
chase something that they never 
wanted in the fi rst place. 
Th is truth is not something 
most liberals want to hear. Th e 
American Healthcare Act has the 
potential to repair the broken 
economy that the Aff ordable Care 
Act created.
So-called Obamacare created a 
government mandate forcing U.S. 
citizens to purchase health insur-
ance. Under this mandate, when 
tax season rolls around, uninsured 
individuals would be hit with a 
large fi ne. Th is mandate also al-
lowed large insurance corpora-
tions to drive up their prices be-
cause families had no choice but to 
buy them. 
Not only were prices infl ated 
due to a lack of choice, but compe-
tition in the market was slashed. In 
many counties across the United 
States, there was only one health 
insurance option. Because of the 
government mandate to purchase 
insurance, people had no choice 
but to comply with the increasing 
prices of that one insurer. 
Under Obamacare, insurers 
also could not off er smaller health 
insurance plans. Th ey could only 
supply high-priced premium cov-
erage. Th ese expansive plans cover 
many ailments that people do not 
have but are forced to cover.
Th e American Healthcare 
Act eliminates this government 
mandate. Th e 24 million people 
mentioned earlier will not lose 
anything. Rather, they will choose 
what they want, a concept that 
is arguably the heart and soul of 
modern capitalism. 
Eliminating this mandate also 
allows people to purchase a cheap-
er plan if they choose to. Th ere will 
no longer be a need to purchase a 
premium plan that covers some-
thing someone does not want.
Th is will allow for more com-
petition in the market in the long-
run. As time goes on, an increase 
in market competition will drive 
the high price of health insurance 
downward. As this happens, some 
of the people who will initially opt 
out of buying health insurance 
when the act fi rst takes eff ect will 
choose to buy when the prices go 
down. 
Some Republicans disagree 
with this act, but not because of 
the mandates that eliminate much 
of government intervention in the 
healthcare market. Th ese conser-
vatives are not in favor of the act 
because they feel it still allows for 
too much government interven-
tion. 
In the American Healthcare 
Act, there is a provision that states 
that if someone is working and his 
or her job does not off er healthcare 
options, that person is entitled to 
a federal tax break to pay for in-
surance. Th e amount of this tax 
break will depend on many things 
including age, family size and in-
come level. 
Th is is similar to the provi-
sion in Obamacare that granted 
individuals access to the health-
care marketplace, but there are 
major diff erences. Obamacare 
only granted one plan that cov-
ered emergency care and general 
checkups were not covered. With 
the government stipend allotted in 
the American Healthcare Act, indi-
viduals will be able to shop around 
for coverage that fi ts them instead 
of being prescribed a one size fi ts 
all insurance plan. 
Th e biggest diff erence is that, 
in order to be eligible for a sti-
pend, one must be able to show 
income. In other words, they must 
show that they are working on the 
books and are paying taxes on that 
money. 
Th e United States is a country 
built on capitalism. Th e economy is 
dependent on market competition 
and embraces consumer choice. 
For too long, the Aff ordable Care 
Act reduced that competition and 
limited those choices. It is time for 
buyers to take back the choice to 
say “no” to that which they do not 
want to buy. 
Th e American Health Care Act 
may not be a perfect solution and it 
is not an economical cure-all, but 
it is a start. It is a chance for con-
sumers to take back what is theirs: 
the choice not to consume. 
-Deanna Pisacreta
Economics '20
The American Health Care Act will give people options to choose from when it comes to coverage plans
TAP vote in USG Senate 
meeting needs scrutiny
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Th e proposal would extend 
access to the Tuition Assistance 
Program to undocumented immi-
grants who arrived in the United 
States before age 16 and have a de-
gree that is at least equivalent to a 
high school diploma.
Secondly, it laid the ground-
work for an increase in TAP 
awards. Th is was supposed to be 
achieved by raising the household 
income threshold from $80,000 
to $125,000 and increase the 
maximum TAP funding award for 
full-time students from $5,165 to 
$6,500 within two years. Th e provi-
sion would also set the minimum 
TAP award at $1,000, change the 
Students with Disabilities TAP ex-
tension to two years and reinstate 
TAP access for graduate programs. 
Th e proposal also sought to 
create a zero-interest, $50 million 
loan fund for academically quali-
fi ed college students.
Th e representative assured us 
that the proposal would not raise 
taxes, instead reallocating funds 
to a special program. However, as 
long as the concept of scarcity ex-
ists, New York state will be working 
with a fi nite budget. Th e only way 
to increase that budget is through 
taxes, this program will be funded 
through a surplus or shifts in cur-
rent TAP funding. Either way, that 
money will run out. 
Th e concern is that when mon-
ey does run out and the program 
continues, the state will have to 
raise taxes or worse, borrow—
something that the state was plan-
ning to do this fi scal year until they 
“discovered” a surplus. 
However, several senate ques-
tions over this proposal’s num-
bers could not be answered: How 
much money will be spent over 
time? How many people will ben-
efi t from this proposal? Will the 
program cause taxes or tuition to 
increase? None of these questions 
were answered. 
Th e lack of numbers and data 
resulted in four members refusing 
to vote for this proposal, which is 
how the vote came to 11-2-2 in a 
senate of 15 representatives. We 
need to make sure these votes do 
not entangle us in more problems 
in the future.
Unfortunately, the debate and 
subsequent vote on the proposal 
were scheduled for 7:30 p.m. be-
cause the representative from 
CORE was not able to make it ear-
lier. Ordinarily, senate meetings 
begin at 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday, 
but because we did not have much 
to discuss at the Senate meeting, 
we ended before 7:30 p.m. We 
voted ourselves into an executive 
session from 6:21 p.m. to 7:26 p.m. 
An executive session is a confi -
dential meeting between the USG 
senate and executive board, al-
though outside guests have the op-
portunity to be voted in if they are 
relevant to the discussion at hand. 
When the public was allowed back 
in so we could interview the CORE 
representative, only two of our 
constituents were sitting in the au-
dience. 
I do not blame anyone for leav-
ing before the scheduled meeting 
resumed because it is purely how 
the timing worked out, but I fi nd it 
unfortunate that most of the pub-
lic was not able to off er their opin-
ion to us. I implore undergraduate 
students to reach out to USG and 
get involved in any way possible.
Andrew Windsor is a USG Repre-
sentative Senator. His opinion does 
not necessarily refl ect the opinion 
of USG.
Lack of funding for NIH 
encroaches on progress
S
tem cells have tremendous 
latent qualities that can prove 
useful in times of emergency 
medical need, such as repair or 
replacement of tissue damaged by 
aging, disease or injury. 
In a way, stem cell research is 
a scientifi c territory off ering cures 
for AIDS, Alzheimer’s, cancer, dia-
betes, crippling arthritis, Crohn’s 
disease, hearing impairment, 
heart infraction, Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, male infertility, Parkinson’s, 
stroke and vision loss, among oth-
er infi rmities. Stem cell research 
can off er cures to these possibly 
fatal diseases.
It was in 1968 that the fi rst suc-
cessful transplant of bone marrow 
was completed, curing a severe 
immunodefi ciency disorder. Af-
ter that, researchers made broad 
progress in identifying stem cells 
in human umbilical cords. In 1997, 
scientists successfully cloned 
Dolly the sheep using stem cell 
research. Soon after, scientists de-
veloped the potential to cure leu-
kemia through stem cells.
Upon the heels of these ad-
vances, scientists found that by 
manipulating stem cells in mice 
and in humans, they could pro-
duce brain, liver or nerve cells. 
In other words, the future of stem 
cells looks bright and open to more 
discoveries with cures to debilitat-
ing and fatal illnesses a possibility.
However, nothing in science 
or life is straightforward. Stem cell 
research has been from the be-
ginning beset by controversy and 
heated debate.
Cloning ignited the culture 
wars. It created the anti-abortion 
movement and marshaled the 
churches with renewed energy to 
oppose stem cell research. Some 
religious offi  cials also started to re-
strict, if not eliminate, government 
fi nancing that would transgress 
the vaguely defi ned moral law.
In 2016, the National Institute 
of Health estimated that the fed-
eral government collectively spent 
$1.5 billion in 2015 on initiatives 
involving stem cell research—
fi elds ranging from cell biology 
to electrical engineering. Of this 
amount, $646 million was devoted 
non-embryonic, non-human stem 
cell investigation, government re-
search says.
So far, no pharmaceutical com-
panies have developed products, 
albeit some patents are being fi led. 
Th e private sector has ventured 
into stem cells with some unfortu-
nate results. 
Th e "New England Journal of 
Medicine" reported that a loosely 
regulated clinic in Florida injected 
stem cell solutions into the eyes of 
two senior females. Th e treatment 
blinded one and nearly reduced 
the other to complete blindness.
Although the federal govern-
ment keeps the NIH honest, this 
cannot be said of state authorities 
or the probity of private industry. 
Lest anyone forget, the appeal of 
a guaranteed cure encourages a 
cottage industry of bogus science 
advertising miracles.
As for the future, the Trump ad-
ministration’s draconian budget 
plans, with a tinge of fundamen-
talism, will slash NIH funding for 
any research, giving primacy to 
military, defense and homeland 
security. Although the retreat into 
obscurantism will rejoice the mor-
al majority, the reins on science 
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Baruch College’s MFE team shines at Toronto’s 14th annual RITC
Business
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“Competitions like these, they 
really keep you on your toes,” said 
Agrawal, who was assigned as the 
group’s leader. “Everything that 
you read in the news is not ma-
terial for the stock so, we had to 
choose the sources, weigh them 
against what the market is expect-
ing and see how it was relevant. It’s 
very good practice for us while we 
are in school to get a taste of the 
real world.”
Th e pitches went through two 
rounds. Th e fi rst round was on cam-
pus, where groups of three to four 
members competed against one 
another to advance to the national 
round. Th e top team was then se-
lected to submit its stock pitch out-
line to the national TAMID Group, 
in which fellow chapter members 
reviewed and selected the win-
ners. Among the schools that en-
tered the competition were Co-
lumbia, Harvard, Maryland, New 
York University and University of 
California, Berkeley. 
“Since Baruch is not considered 
a target school for the big fi nan-
cial fi rms, I believe that competi-
tions like this are signifi cant,” said 
Agrawal. “Despite being a smaller 
school with disproportionately 
lower resources, we have been 
able to win against target schools 
with big alumni networks in these 
industries. I believe that it is good 
that Baruch has a lot of hidden tal-
ent that is coming out.”
After initially searching for com-
panies in the oil and gas sector, the 
team decided that it was best to 
avoid the space due to the low and 
volatile oil prices in the market. Th e 
group then looked at a few refi ner-
ies, which are typically not aff ected 
by crude prices. However, with lo-
cal demand for refi ned products ta-
pering off , the group found that the 
risk-to-reward ratio was not good 
enough to pursue.
Th e team also looked into com-
modities such as gold and copper, 
which have added favorable gains 
since the beginning of the year. 
When asked about the decision 
to pitch Freeport-McMoRan, the 
team said that the company, which 
is one of the largest copper produc-
ers in the world, is expected to ben-
efi t tremendously from rising con-
struction and infrastructure proj-
ects. Copper is used for a variety 
of building elements such as roofs, 
gutters and wall cladding. Th e mar-
ket is expected to receive a further 
boost from increasing demand for 
consumer electronics. 
A recent complication with the 
Indonesian government about its 
Grasberg mine, the third largest 
copper mine in the world, pushed 
the company’s share price lower in 
February as production halted for 
nearly a month. Th e sudden stop-
page resulted in a supply shock 
in the markets, sending copper 
prices higher. 
“In the short term, for [com-
modities], they are pretty volatile … 
but we are not looking in the short 
term—not two months, not three 
months—our focus is more like 1-2 
years because once the fi scal mea-
sures come into eff ect of the new 
administration’s infrastructure pol-
icy, [Freeport-McMoRan] will see a 
lot of demand,” said Agrawal.
Freeport-McMoRan announced 
that it had resumed producing 
copper at Grasberg on March 21 
and that negotiations between 
the two parties were still ongoing. 
Th e team believes that improving 
economic conditions and upturns 
in emerging markets like Brazil’s 
are signs that copper will be more 
valuable over the next couple of 
years. Aside from looking at macro-
economic factors, the team also 
analyzed Freeport-McMoRan’s 
balance sheets and also conduct-
ed valuation testing to arrive at its 
target price.
“We created a DCF model, and 
ran a few simulations under certain 
conditions, like what would hap-
pen if their cost of capital goes up 
or down and what if their growth 
rates fl uctuate. We took conserva-
tive estimates and then we made 
a DCF valuation model,” said 
Agrawal.
TAMID is an organization at 
Baruch for students who want to 
contribute to the Israeli business, 
tech, economic and entrepre-
neurial scenes. Th rough the club, 
members gain real-world invest-
ing experience and work on proj-
ects deeply rooted in the economic 
development of Israel.  Currently, 
the organization has over 1,500 
members and 35 chapters in the 
United States. 
“I like the environment because 
everyone wants to learn. Th ey give 
it their all for these case competi-
tions and participate really well,” 
said Agrawal. “It’s a small club, but 
it’s one of my favorite on campus.”
In the future, Agrawal wants 
to start his own fund, where he 
can provide low-cost options for 
investors. In the meantime, he is 
exploring diff erent career paths in 
fi nance, including those in hedge 
funds, investment banking and pri-
vate equity. 
Freshmen students Rao, Agrawal and Yatcha, pictured left to right, won the national TAMID stock pitch competition.
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
TAMID at Baruch tops Ivy Leagues in stock pitch competition
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MANAGING EDITOR
Getting into Baruch College’s 
Rotman International Trading 
Competition team is as grueling as 
one might expect. Th e stakes are 
especially high because Baruch’s 
team has had an unprecedented 
two-year winning streak.
According to Jarrod Pickens, a 
professor in the mathematics de-
partment who trained Baruch’s 
RITC team, the process for joining 
the team looks diff erent for Master 
of Financial Engineering and un-
dergraduate students. Th e training 
for MFE students begins in August, 
when they run through their fi rst 
simulations. If they have a knack 
for them, Pickens spends the next 
two months running the students 
through more scenarios. After the 
two-month period ends, the num-
ber of students who are both inter-
ested in the competition and are 
qualifi ed to participate drops from 
40 to roughly 15.
Undergraduate students can 
enter the competition by joining 
Traders at Baruch. Pickens opens 
simulation cases to members of 
the club, who are later given the 
opportunity to trade against MFE 
students. For this year’s competi-
tion, the fi nal lineup was picked 
by Pickens in October 2016 so as 
to give the team members enough 
time to apply for visas and take care 
of other travel-related paperwork. 
Th e team consisted of four MFE 
students and two undergraduates.
“[T]he level of competition is 
much higher in the Rotman com-
petition because teams do spend a 
lot of time preparing for this,” Pick-
ens said. “Some programs prepare 
for this year-round, so the competi-
tion is quite fi erce.”
Th e RITC website explains that 
the three-day annual “simulated 
market challenge” takes place at 
the University of Toronto, Can-
ada. Last year, the RITC hosted 
52 teams from 52 universities lo-
cated in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
North America. 
Each team consists of four to six 
members who are either graduate 
or undergraduate students. Th ere 
are six simulations in total and 
there is no requirement as to how 
many simulations each team mem-
ber has to work on. 
“Teams are invited to partici-
pate in various activities including 
electronic and outcry trading cases, 
seminars with industry practitio-
ners, and social events with their 
fellow competitors from around the 
world,” the RITC website states.
Pickens stated that the number 
of members in each team and the 
number of simulations that make 
up the competition make the RITC 
more diffi  cult than other trading 
competitions. For example, the 
Midwest Trading Competition held 
at the University of Chicago con-
sists of two simulations that are ap-
proached by teams of four.
Two and a half to three weeks 
before the event, the RITC releases 
its case fi les to all of the teams that 
are registered for the competition. 
During the short time period be-
tween the release of the fi les and 
the competition itself, teams are 
able to get together and go through 
some of the mathematical models 
that they may need for the compe-
tition. Online practice servers are 
also opened to give teams room to 
gauge the level of competition that 
they can expect. 
Pickens explained that this year, 
the competition began with a social 
event on Th ursday night where the 
teams could meet and interact with 
one another. 
Th e actual competition ran from 
8 a.m. or 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on both 
Friday and Saturday, with three 
simulations completed each day. 
By Saturday night, the RITC orga-
nized an award ceremony to an-
nounce the winners.
Gordon Yin is an MFE student 
and a member of this year’s RITC 
team. In an email interview, he 
shared some of his experiences 
from the competition.
He explained that in this year’s 
competition, the teams used a 
computer for fi ve of the simula-
tions, which included algorithmic 
trading, commodities, credit risk, 
exchange-traded funds and volatil-
ity. In the quantitative outcry case, 
teams traded face-to-face with 
teams from other universities.
“I participated in 5 cases in two 
days (three in the fi rst day and two 
in the second) so I needed to make 
sure I had enough rest between 
cases (and food). After each case, 
I would tell myself to forget about 
what I just did and focus on the 
next case, and I always made sure 
that I had enough communication 
with my teammates,” Yin wrote.
For the Baruch team, Yin ex-
plained, it was Pickens who decid-
ed whose skills would work best in 
which scenario.
“Ultimately, I decide who’s go-
ing to go what of it,” Pickens said. 
“It’s sort of clear because there’s 
diff erent styles of trading based on 
how much liquidity is in the market 
and how certain the students are of 
their strategy.”
While the RITC attracts a lot of 
competition, none of the teams 
know their rank until the award 
ceremony on the third day of the 
competition. Th us, the only indi-
cation of the team’s success during 
the competition is each member’s 
confi dence in his or her own skills.
“In addition to those trad-
ing techniques I learned from the 
competition … the most important 
thing I took out of it is how you 
make an executive strategy,” Yin 
wrote. “I did not capture maximum 
profi ts during the competition but 
I never made mistakes, and I think 
that is why we won.”
STEPHANIE MESQUITA | THE TICKER
Baruch College’s RITC team consisted of four MFE students and two undergraduate students. The team was coached by Pickens.
BY COLLIN CHIPETINE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
According to the Harvard Busi-
ness Review’s report of the top 10 
best performing CEOs, it is not the 
year-to-year fi nancials of the com-
pany that are most important, but 
rather the lifetime performance of 
the CEO. 
While this mentality may not 
be the most common among 
businesses, it is one that defi nes 
the choices Yahoo CEO Marissa 
Mayer has made in recent weeks. 
Being criticized for the last few 
years over her inability to main-
tain a steady stock price, Mayer 
has been anything but concerned 
with price over the last couple of 
weeks. Instead, the only concern 
with money for Mayer was how to 
equally distribute it back into her 
company following all of the grief 
Yahoo experienced after reports 
of a security breach between 2013 
and 2014 surfaced late last year. 
Between 2013 and 2014, Rus-
sian hackers Dmitry Dokuchaev 
and Igor Sushchin gained access to 
millions of subscribers’ informa-
tion affi  liated with Google, Yahoo 
and several other webmail provid-
ers. Th is information, while not 
entirely pivotal pieces of people’s 
lives, included a launched search 
for information as confi dential 
as credit card numbers and login 
passwords to coveted e-commerce 
companies and websites. 
While consumers were im-
pacted for a short time before the 
Department of Justice’s interven-
tion occurred, such hacks had an 
impact on Yahoo’s fi nancial status. 
Before the hacks became public, 
Yahoo had accepted a deal to be 
bought by Verizon, which was cut 
after the breaches in security were 
disclosed. Th is huge loss would not 
only cut employee benefi ts, but 
potentially shift the stock further 
downhill from its already declining 
presence in the market. However, 
Mayer had a diff erent idea in mind. 
Even following the loss of $350 
million, Mayer would stand to 
make what can only be referred to 
as a golden parachute compensa-
tion of $23 million. Th e payout 
would be an amalgamation of a 
$3 million cash lump sum, equi-
ties and benefi ts. However, despite 
popular dismay, this $23 million 
will not go directly into Mayer’s 
pockets, but rather into the com-
pany she fi nds “so important to see 
in its next chapter.” 
Previously, Mayer revealed that 
not only would her annual bonus 
go to the Yahoo employees, but 
also her entire equity stock grant 
would be added as a gesture of 
good will for enduring the two se-
curity breaches. 
Another important factor in 
Mayer’s leadership is her coopera-
tion with the DOJ. Often at odds 
with the law on various infringe-
ments and copyright laws, Silicon 
Valley has become pivotal in the 
DOJ’s mission “to make cyberse-
curity a top priority, whilst protect-
ing private communications from 
cybercriminals under the rule of 
law.” 
Acting Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Mary McCord said that Mayer 
and the other Yahoo offi  cials “have 
tirelessly cooperate[d] with this 
investigation.” Mayer responded 
with “deep gratitude to the DOJ for 
bringing charges against those re-
sponsible.”
While all of these statements 
and facts may seem simply quali-
tative, it is the way in which the 
individual governs his or her com-
pany that should be taken into ac-
count, not solely the numbers. Re-
gardless of the popular opinion of 
Mayer’s results over the preceding 
years, there is no denial of the fact 
that she has put all of what Yahoo 
lost back into her company. 
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
Chief fi nancial leaders from 20 
major economies came together 
for the G-20 meeting on March 19 
in Baden-Baden, Germany. Th e 
leaders of the major economic 
powers struggled to come to a 
consensus over the weekend-long 
congregation. 
Despite fi nding common 
ground on foreign exchange, the 
Group of 20 failed to advance fur-
ther talks on global trade. Ordinar-
ily, during G-20 gatherings, leaders 
uphold the notion of free trade and 
reject protectionist policies. In ad-
dition, the offi  cials retracted their 
stance on protectionism and vow 
to resist all forms of it.
Th e G-20 summit, originally 
established in 1999, consists of 
fi nancial world leaders in 20 ma-
jor countries coming together 
to discuss and create economic 
policy to achieve international fi -
nancial stability. According to G20.
org, “Th e G20 countries account 
for more than four-fi fths of gross 
world product and three-quarters 
of global trade, and are home to 
almost two-thirds of the world’s 
population.”
While several countries par-
ticipate in and comprise the G-20, 
it also contains a multitude of in-
ternational organizations such as 
the International Monetary Fund, 
the United Nations and the World 
Bank. Traditionally, meetings of-
ten circulate around the theme of 
global economic growth and in-
ternational trade. A couple of the 
major goals are to boost worldwide 
trade and diminish international 
unemployment rates. 
At the most recent meeting, 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said that while President 
Donald Trump has expressed dis-
may at engaging in certain vessels 
of international trade, these con-
fl icts must be re-examined for the 
sake of U.S. employees. 
Th e United States and Europe 
reached an impasse when the top-
ic of trade fl uidity and regulation 
rose. Under the current adminis-
tration, the United States backed 
Trump’s ideals and advocated on 
behalf of free and fair international 
trade, with caveats such as open 
interpretation of the word “free” 
in place. 
Meanwhile, Europe argued 
against this notion, citing its 
vagueness as well as declaring its 
preference to abide by an interna-
tional set of rules set by the World 
Trade Organization. Th erefore, 
any ruling on trans-Atlantic trade 
between the United States and the 
European Union has stalled.
As of press time, offi  cials antici-
pate leaving out the topic of trade 
in the communique in order to 
prevent confl ict from arising. Many 
countries argued against leaving 
out trade and cited it as a relevant 
and vital point of discussion, since 
global GDP output depends heav-
ily on international trade. 
At the last G-20 summit in July 
2016, offi  cials pushed countries to 
honor their fi nancial pledges made 
during the Paris Agreement under 
former President Barack Obama’s 
second term. Th is year, however, 
offi  cials at the summit placed less 
stress on fi nancially backing the 
worldwide fi ght against global 
warming and climate change. Due 
in part to Trump’s criticism of the 
validity of global warming, several 
countries have voted to postpone 
discussion of this issue until the 
next meeting.
“Although the G-20’s commit-
ments aren’t binding, the prom-
ises made member countries 
lend the group power through 
diplomatic peer pressure. Past 
U.S. administrations believe, for 
example, the G-20 was eff ective 
in prodding China to appreciate 
its exchange rate and nudging the 
European Union to build a better 
fi nancial fi rewall against sover-
eign-debt risks,” “Th e Wall Street 
Journal” writes. 
Despite the array of disagree-
ment, the G-20 countries have 
pledged to dismantle “cyber at-
tacks on the global banking sys-
tem,” according to an article pub-
lished on “Reuters”. A few days 
before the summit, the United 
States accused two Russian intelli-
gence agents of hacking and steal-
ing information from 500 million 
Yahoo accounts. Cyber-attacks 
also became a point of concern 
after an unanticipated breach at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York evolved into a major heist 
on the Bangladesh central bank’s 
account. 
G-20 countries addressed this 
topic fervently, citing a need to ex-
pose and patch up the fl aws in the 
banking industry. 
G-20 leaders hit impasse over trade
Mayer distributes $23 million severance
After fi ve years as CEO, Mayer is expected to leave Yahoo after the Verizon deal closes.
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Despite fi nding common ground on foreign 
exchange, the Group of 20 failed to advance further 
talks on global trade. Ordinarily, during G-20 
gatherings, leaders uphold the notion of free trade 
and reject protectionist policies. 
VOLUME 111 MARCH 27, 2017SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY SUPPLEMENT
Baruch Health Care Center offers great student benefits
Th e Baruch College Student 
Health Care Center, located behind 
the Newman Library Building on 
138 E 26th St., has provided numer-
ous health services and products 
for over 15 years.
Roughly 300 to 400 students 
per month visit the health care 
practitioners available on Baruch’s 
premises for everything ranging 
from the common cold to sexually 
transmitted disease screenings, ac-
cording to Elaine Franco, student 
liaison and offi  ce manager of the 
Health Care Center. Peak atten-
dance is typically during the start 
of fall semester when students, 
who need either a measles, me-
ningococcal, mumps and rubella 
vaccinations, stand in lines that 
stretch outside the waiting room. 
With health insurance, nearly 
all medications off ered at the cen-
ter are free, and reduced pricing is 
off ered for many physical exams. 
Baruch College Health Care Navi-
gator Jin Gao can be found in the 
Newman Vertical Campus second 
fl oor lobby on Mondays from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. to help students fi nd 
the right insurance for them. 
Mount Sinai Beth Israel, a New 
York City hospital, fully funds the 
equipment, medical supplies and 
staff . Linda Baptiste is the current 
physician assistant at the Health 
Care Center. Aspirin, bandages, cold 
medicine, condoms, lubricants and 
other over-the-counter products 
are free for students. Informational 
pamphlets covering topics from safe 
sex and contraceptives, to pregnan-
cy counseling, to coping with sexual 
assault are available to patients as 
they wait to be seen. 
Common STDs, such as chla-
mydia, herpes, syphilis and more, 
can be treated with confi dentiality 
at Baruch. Samples are taken at the 
center, then tested at a lab at Mount 
Sinai Beth Israel. Basic gynecologi-
cal exam packages, which include a 
pap smear and test for chlamydia, 
cost $50. Adding gonorrhea, syphi-
lis and HIV tests will raise the price 
to $103. A separate STD screening 
package covering chlamydia, gon-
orrhea, HIV and syphilis is off ered 
for $83. Lastly, physical examina-
tions cost $66. Reduced pricing for 
all of these packages is available for 
patients with insurance. 
Basic pregnancy testing is free. 
Baptiste can also write prescrip-
tions for birth control pills to those 
in need following an appointment 
and screening.
Once the lab results are known, 
patients receive a call from Baptiste 
to schedule a follow-up appoint-
ment to review their options mov-
ing forward. If any patient requires 
additional scanning, such as MRIs 
or X-rays, Baptiste will refer him or 
her to the most cost-eff ective clinic 
at discounted prices.
Th e Health Care Center will host 
their annual health fair on Tuesday, 
May 2. Dozens of insurers, health 
care providers and practitioners 
will be on campus seeking to an-
swer questions, off er vaccinations 
and register students for insurance.
Th e Health Care Center can be 
reached at 646-312-2040. It is open 
on Mondays and Th ursdays from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. with a one-hour 
lunch break at 2 p.m., Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., closed for lunch from noon to 
1 p.m. and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. with the same lunch break.
Baruch College Health & Wellness 
provides both weekly and monthly 
workshops where students can re-
ceive information on health insur-
ance coverage and health screenings 
and discuss safer sex practices and 
sexual assault prevention.
Associate Director Joy Allison 
works directly with Peers Advocat-
ing for Wellness Services members 
and the Offi  ce of Student Life to 
off er these workshops, all funded 
through student activity fees. Th ey 
also host events across campus in-
tended to assist students to better 
understand their own mental and 
physical health. 
Allison and her offi  ce are look-
ing to potentially expand Sex Week 
into Sex Month with a greater focus 
on sexuality and gender identity 
discussions with students. 
Like the Health Care Center, 
contraceptives and informative 
booklets are available to anyone in 
the Health & Wellness offi  ce. Mem-
bers of P.A.W.S., trained in wellness 
services by T.E.A.M. Baruch, guide 
students to the services they need 
and organize events hosted by the 
Health & Wellness.
To contact them regarding any 
concerns, email the offi  ce at ba-
ruchpaws@gmail.com. For the 
most update-to-date informa-
tion on events, check the Baruch 
P.A.W.S. Instagram page. Its offi  ce 
can be found in the NVC 3-242 and 
is open Monday to Friday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., they are also avail-




come in a vari-
ety of options 
in order to fi t 
an individual's 
needs. How-
ever, a deep 
understanding 
of the diff erences between the 
many forms of contraceptives 
on the market is necessary if an 
individual is to determine what 
is best for him or her. Always 
consult a health care professional 
before deciding on which contra-
ceptive option is the best.
Contraceptives: What will 
and will not work for you?
Bianca Mon-
teiro, a copy 
editor for 







and sexual intercourse. She 
provides tips for positive in-
teractions with one’s partner, 
how to respect boundaries and 
communicate one’s desires in a 
relationship.
Dear Bianca: Embarrassing 












relationships, such as the use of 
contraceptives. In addition, Ro-
man detailed the resources that 
are available to people who iden-
tify as LGBT, along with ways that 
allies of the LGBT community 
can help.
Gabe Roman talks LGBT 
sexual education and myths
Planned Par-
enthood may 
see huge cuts 




fi scal year 
budget outline 
promising cuts 
to several government programs 
relating to education and health 
care. Planned Parenthood has 
650 health centers nationwide 
and exists to provide aff ordable 
health care to millions of U.S. 
citizens.
Planned Parenthood fi ghts 
back against Trump
I will not patronize you—sexual health and education is an important 
topic, especially for college students. Yet, so often it is a topic that is not 
given its due respect. Embarrassment, fear and misapprehensions often 
cloud the information available on sex, and even advice from trusted 
friends and family can be rife with misconceptions and myths.  
Th is supplement is designed to give an extremely general view of sex-
ual health and education, drawing from a wide range of topics in order 
to bring some clarity to what can often be considered a taboo subject. 
Th ough the supplement is meant to be fun and entertaining, it is also a 
chance to demystify some things, and hopefully you, as the reader, will 
benefi t from it. 
In a commuter college like Baruch, it can be easy to overlook the 
resources available to you as a student on campus in regard to your 
own sexual health and education. In the end, this supplement is simply 
that—a supplement. Let this be the entryway into those resources on 
campus, and serve as a means to a greater end. 
Th ank you for your time and thank you for reading!
-Victoria Merlino
Science & Technology Editor 
Letter from the editor
OMER SEMAN
Editor's Note: All polls shown in 
this supplement were conducted 
via a survey on Facebook of 
Baruch College students. Polls 
are not meant to be representa-
tive of the entire Baruch student 
population.
The Student Health Care Center services roughly 300 to 400 students per month.
CONNOR HENCHEY | THE TICKER
WITHIN THIS SUPPLEMENT
Editor's Note: Be sure to consult 
with your health care provider 
before making any changes to 
medication or birth control.
STEPHANIE MESQUITA | THE TICKER
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President Donald Trump’s 
2018 fi scal year budget outline has 
specifi ed cuts to various govern-
ment programs pertaining to edu-
cation and healthcare. 
One major organization that 
may see drastic cuts is Planned 
Parenthood. Planned Parenthood 
is home to 650 health centers 
across the country and works to 
provide aff ordable healthcare for 
millions of U.S. citizens. Th e orga-
nization also helps promote safe 
sex to both sexually active adults 
and adolescents.
Trump proposed to continue 
funding Planned Parenthood 
so long as it provided a guaran-
tee that abortions would not be 
performed or off ered within the 
organization’s spectrum of ser-
vices. Planned Parenthood argued 
against this proposition and in-
stead opted to receive less funding 
for the fi scal year.
In proposing what some may 
consider a compromise, Trump 
declared that he wants to maintain 
an anti-abortion stance while still 
advocating on behalf of women’s 
rights. 
In response to Trump’s propos-
al, Cecile Richards, the president 
of Planned Parenthood, tweeted 
that “Planned Parenthood is proud 
to provide abortions—a necessary 
service that’s as vital to our mis-
sion as birth control or cancer 
screenings.”
Trump’s stance on abortion 
and women’s overall reproductive 
health fl uctuated over the course 
of the presidential election; he 
has both praised and denounced 
Planned Parenthood in the past. 
Trump’s fi rst act against abor-
tion while in offi  ce was to sign an 
executive order denying U.S. funds 
to organizations around the world 
that provide abortions, including 
the International Planned Parent-
hood Federation. Th e federation 
will forfeit the $100 million it re-
ceives annually from the U.S. gov-
ernment.
Planned Parenthood receives 
approximately $500 million a year 
in federal funds, some of which is 
drawn from the money collected 
from taxpayers. Trump contends 
that taxpayer money should not go 
toward abortion services.
Some conservative thinkers 
claim that the money that goes 
to abortion services goes against 
conservative principles, such as 
the anti-abortion or “pro-life” 
stance, which exist on the grounds 
that abortion is akin to taking a life. 
Th erefore, they argue, abortion 
should not be a service paid for by 
taxpayers.
As it currently stands, however, 
it is illegal for taxpayer money to 
go toward abortion services under 
the Hyde Amendment, unless the 
abortion is needed to save the life 
of the woman or in cases of incest 
or rape. Taxpayer money, instead, 
funds other reproductive and 
health services for women such as 
cancer screenings and gynecology 
appointments. 
While abortion is a service that 
is off ered in Planned Parenthood 
clinics, it accounts for only 3 per-
cent of the services done by the 
organization annually. Planned 
Parenthood mostly helps women 
with methods of contraception 
and provides tests and screenings 
for diseases and pregnancies. 
Trump’s proposal to replace 
former President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, or “Obamacare,” 
is under intense scrutiny and fac-
ing approval. Th is proposal also 
impedes on Planned Parenthood’s 
ability to help and support women. 
It sets drastic limits on Medicaid 
payments to Planned Parenthood. 
Th is plan, if passed, would reduce 
federal spending on women’s re-
productive care by $178 million in 
2017. 
Th e majority of the patients 
who rely on services from Planned 
Parenthood also rely on federal 
funding to receive the care. Cur-
rently, federal funding provides 1.6 
million patients with the ability to 
pay for their healthcare through 
programs like Medicaid. 
Supporters of the act claim that 
funding for Planned Parenthood 
would be cut off  for only one year 
and if the organization stops off er-
ing abortions as a service, it will be 
eligible to receive payments from 
Medicaid once again. 
Th ese cuts may drastically harm 
Planned Parenthood. Its clinics 
could face potential closing, which 
would force the organization to 
turn desperate people away. In 
turn, those seeking medical atten-
tion and other health-related ser-
vices may choose to acquire them 
at community clinics. 
Community clinics, however, 
tend to face overcrowding and are 
burdened by a lack of resources. 
Planned Parenthood sees an aver-
age of 2.5 million patients a year. 
Community clinics are feared to 
not have the capacity to service so 
many new patients. 
Planned Parenthood, for its 
part, continues its fi ght against 
the Trump administration. A re-
cent post on the Planned Par-
enthood offi  cial website writes, 
“Women have made tremendous 
progress in this country ... We 
should continue that progress - 
not let this Administration take us 
backwards.”
Fact versus Fiction: Debunking myths around LGBT sexual health
Gabe Roman is president of the 
Gender, Love and Sexuality Spec-
trum of Baruch College. Roman 
has been on the executive board 
of G.L.A.S.S. for three years, of-
ten serving as an educator during 
G.L.A.S.S. events. According the 
club’s description, G.L.A.S.S. “exists 
to create an inclusive and support-
ive space on campus in the areas 
of sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression.”
Jonathan Sperling: What do you 
think are some of the biggest 
misconceptions about LGBT 
sex?
Gabe Roman: Some of the biggest 
misconceptions are probably that 
HIV and AIDS is a gay problem, a 
gay man problem specifi cally. Th at 
there is the highest rate of HIV and 
AIDS in the gay community, and
that’s really not true. It aff ects 
everybody. It only happened in 
the gay community because we 
weren’t as worried about birth con-
trol. Another misconception is that 
there’s no protection in same-sex 
female relationships, when there 
[are] a couple diff erent preventa-
tive measures you could take to 
avoid STDs and things like that. 
Another big misconception is that 
birth control is only for women.
Sperling: What do you think 
are some of the most important 
things for LGBT people to know 
about their sexual health?
Roman:  I think there’s always a way 
to be safer, because a lot of people 
don’t use protection, just because 
in queer relationships, a lot of the 
times, pregnancy is not an issue, 
so we don’t take as many preven-
tative measures. Another thing is, 
approaching the topic of being safe 
kind of ostracizes people and, in an 
already ostracized group, you don’t 
want to feel more awkward about 
what you’re doing. So you don’t 
necessarily want to bring 
up condoms and you 
don’t want to bring 
up dental dams. 
Or, "when 
was the last 
time you 










talk about in 
straight school 
sex-ed. To bring 
it up on your own 
is really scary when 
you have no support. Sex is natural, 
sex is good. However you’re going 
to have sex, as long as you’re two or 
however many consenting adults, 
it’s good. Th ere are just ways to be 
safer.
[Also,] don’t use saran wrap, 
don’t make a dental dam out of 
saran wrap. Because they're micro-
waveable, zip lock bags and saran 
wraps have tiny little cross sec-
tions in them that have holes. You 
wouldn’t want holes in your con-
doms, you wouldn’t want holes in 
your dental dams. Anal intercourse 
is also high risk than vaginal inter-
course. It is also a factor that being 
discriminated against unfortunate-
ly leads to risk taking behavoirs.
Sperling: What sort of resources 
already exist? What kinds of re-
sources would like to see made 
available for LGBT youth in re-
gard to sex education?
Roman: Th ere are LGBTQ centers, 
and at those centers they almost 
always have safer sex education 
seminars that will go on to male-
bodied, to female-bodied people, 
how trans[gender] individuals can 
protect themselves better. Th ose 
are available, they just might not 
be accessible to everybody. If you 
don’t live near an LGBTQ center, 
you might not know it exists. Th e 
thing I would like to see is it being 
available in schools. 
In my high school we learned 
about penis-and-vagina sex, that 
was really it. It was put a condom 
on a penis and that was it. We 
didn’t learn about birth control, we 
didn’t learn about two female-bod-
ied people together, we didn’t learn 
about two male-bodied people to-
gether. It wasn’t really helpful for 
a majority of people that I know. If 
sex education was allowed in more 
U.S. schools in general, because 
even straight sex education isn’t al-
lowed in some schools, 
that would be great.
At a younger 
age, expos-
ing people to 
the fact that 
s a m e - s e x 




t h e n 
they’d be 
less afraid 
to ask the 
q u e s t i o n 
of, "how 
do I make it 
safer?" I’d also 
like to see more 
queer-specifi c re-
sources in colleges. 
We have condoms, but we 
don’t have dental dams or fi nger 
cots. Most people don’t even know 
what a fi nger cot is, or what a dental 
dam is.
Sperling: What do you wish al-
lies would realize or know about 
LGBT sex education?
Roman: Th e thing that I wish al-
lies knew is that it’s not appropri-
ate to just go up to diff erent people 
and ask them how they have sex. If 
you’re having a conversation with 
a couple of your close friends, then 
you can talk about sex, but we’ve 
had people come into the [GLASS]
room and just be like, "how does a 
trans guy have sex?" Th at’s a little 
inappropriate. I’m not going to ask 
a random person on the street how 
they have sex. Everyone has sex dif-
ferently. 
If an ally works in some sort of 
sex work, sex education work or 
health work, advocate for queer 
resources because we can’t do it 
by ourselves, we need allies. Th at’s 
why you’re called an ally. You’re 
supposed to be on our side. If 
you’re ever in some place that’s 
ordering condoms because you 
work in a health center, advocate 
for dental dams, advocate for fi n-
ger cots.
Don’t assume that everyone has 
sex the way you have sex, because 
nobody has sex the same. You 
could have two people that look 
exactly the same, have all the same 
parts and they’re going to have sex 
completely diff erent. Don’t make 
generalizations.
Some LGBT resource centers are: 
Th e LGBT Community Center 208 
W 13th St, New York, NY 10011
Pride Center of Staten Island 25 Vic-
tory Blvd, Staten Island, NY 10301
Latino Pride Center 1767 Park Ave, 
New York, NY 10035




BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
COMPARE AND CONTRAST: 
Which contraceptive method 
will work best for you?
When it comes to birth con-
trol, there are a variety of options 
to choose from, depending on 
the individual’s needs. Diff erent 
methods can have diff erent levels 
of eff ectiveness and uses. Having 
proper knowledge about diff er-
ent kinds of birth control can help 
determine what is best for an indi-
vidual and can also help prevent 
sexually transmitted diseases, as 
well as unwanted pregnancies. 
Condoms are the most com-
monly known and used form of 
birth control. A male condom is 
essentially a glove made out of la-
tex or plastic that is worn around 
the penis, acting as a physical bar-
rier between the wearer and his 
partner.
According to Planned Parent-
hood, condoms are 98 percent 
eff ective in preventing pregnancy 
when used correctly. Despite this, 
on average, 18 out of 100 women 
per year end up with unintended 
pregnancies. Unintended preg-
nancies often occur if the condom 
is torn during sexual intercourse 
or if it slips off  unnoticed.
Similarly to the male condom, 
there exists a female counterpart. 
Th e female condom is the exact 
opposite of the male condom, but 
acts in the same way—it is a pouch 
inserted into the vagina that serves 
as a barrier to prevent semen or 
sperm from making contact with 
the vagina. When used properly 
each time, the female condom is 
95 percent eff ective. Realistically, 
however, the female condom is 
about 79 percent eff ective. 
An intrauterine device, or IUD, 
is a T-shaped device that is in-
serted into a woman’s uterus. Th e 
advantages of getting an IUD are 
that it lasts for a very long time, 
it can be easily removed and it is 
99 percent eff ective in preventing 
pregnancies. 
IUDs come in two versions: 
copper and hormonal IUDs. Th e 
copper version has the longest 
lasting eff ectiveness, up to 12 
years, with the hormonal versions 
lasting anywhere from three to six 
years. IUDs work so eff ectively 
because both the copper and hor-
monal versions prevent sperm 
from reaching the egg completely.
Birth control pills prevent 
pregnancy in a similar fashion to 
an IUD. Th e pill, which is taken at 
the same time every day, uses the 
hormones estrogen and progestin 
to stop ovulation. Without ovula-
tion, there is no egg to be fertil-
ized, meaning pregnancy cannot 
happen at all.
Birth control pills are over 99 
percent eff ective, but since this 
method is dependent on the user 
ingesting the pill at the same time 
every day and not forgetting to 
start new packs of pills, eff ective-
ness is often lowered to around 91 
percent.
Th e birth control ring uses sim-
ilar chemicals to birth control pills 
and works in the same way. Th e 
ring is inserted into the vagina and 
is left inside for three weeks, then 
removed for one week. Th e ring 
is as eff ective as the pill at reduc-
ing the risk of pregnancy. Being 
hormonally based, both the ring 
and the pill may have side eff ects 
depending on the user. Side eff ects 
can include bleeding between pe-
riods, breast tenderness, nausea 
and vomiting.
Th e birth control sponge is in-
serted into the vagina before inter-
course, where it physically covers 
the cervix, blocking sperm from 
entering the uterus while simul-
taneously releasing spermicide. 
Th e spermicide released prevents 
sperm from moving. If used cor-
rectly, the sponge is about 91 per-
cent eff ective and around 88 per-
cent eff ective if not always used 
correctly. Women who have given 
birth will fi nd the sponge less ef-
fective than women who have not 
given birth.
Th e biggest disadvantage of us-
ing the sponge is that it may be dif-
fi cult for some women to remove. 
If the sponge happens to break 
into pieces, a health care provider 
would be needed in order to re-
move the pieces.
Th e use of spermicide also 
comes with its own risks. Too 
much use can irritate tissue and 
increase the risk of HIV and other 
STDs. 
Just like the sponge, a dia-
phragm is another method that 
uses physical coverage of the cer-
vix to prevent pregnancy. Th e dia-
phragm itself is not the most eff ec-
tive birth control; it must be paired 
with spermicide or condoms to 
live up to its ideal 94 percent ef-
fectivity. 
Spermicide by itself can be 
used as well, but it poses the same 
risks as when combined with the 
sponge and diaphragm. Alone, it 
is not as eff ective as other methods 
of birth control, providing around 
71 to 85 percent success. 
Th e birth control patch, which 
works like the pill or the ring, also 
uses the hormones estrogen and 
progestin. If placed on the skin as 
directed by a healthcare provider, 
the patch is extremely eff ective at 
99 percent. Th e patch is supposed 
to be left on the skin for three 
weeks and taken off  for the fourth 
week, then repeated.
Th e birth control implant does 
the same thing as the birth control 
patch, the birth control ring and 
the birth control pill. It is placed 
in the arm and left there for four 
years, during which it eff ectively 
prevents pregnancy. With its 99 
percent eff ectivity and its long-
term eff ects, it is similar in conve-
nience to an IUD.
All hormonal birth control 
methods come with their own 
share of risks. Hormonal birth 
control loses eff ectiveness when 
also used with certain medications 
or supplements. Other side eff ects 
include breast pain, headaches, 
nausea, ovarian cysts and weight 
gain. 
People are likely to be aff ected 
by birth control in diff erent ways, 
which is why it is always best to 
consult a healthcare practitioner 
before deciding what the best birth 













Questions complied by Nabeel Fakhruddin and Jerick Venturina
DEAR BIANCA,
What is the diff erence between 
semen and sperm?
Semen is the opaque fl uid that 
is ejaculated following an orgasm 
and carries sperm and other mate-
rial, while sperm is the genetic ma-
terial itself.
Does lotion make good lube?
If you are using a condom dur-
ing sex, it is extremely ill-advised 
to use lotion as lube. Instead, use 
oil-, silicone- or water-based lubes, 
paying close attention to whether 
or not the kind of condom you are 
using—lambskin, latex or poly-
urethane—supports it without 
the chance of tears. Please do not 
use lotion during sex; it is likely to 
cause irritation or lead to friction 
and dryness. 
How can I get my partner to be 
more adventurous in bed?
It is important to value your 
partner’s boundaries when it 
comes to exploring new things in 
your sexual relationship. 
Remember that your partner is 
not obligated to follow through on 
sexual activities that they might not 
be interested in, so respect your 
partner’s decision and make sure 
you have a thorough conversation 
about what you or your partner 
might like to try. It is vital that you 
establish a clear line of communi-
cation, and it will hopefully lead to 
better sexual experiences for those 
involved.
How can I “last longer” sexu-
ally with my partner?
You can last longer in bed by 
following an eff ective health regi-
men and by spending more time 
on foreplay. You can also prolong 
your sexual encounter by trying 
to withhold from orgasming 
and focusing on other sex-
ual activities in the mean-
time.
Can I do anything 
to make my penis 
larger?
It is not possible to 
naturally enhance the 
size of your penis, but 
you can do a few things 
to make your penis ap-
pear larger while erect. 
Th is includes maintaining a 
healthy diet so you can achieve 
the best erection possible, as well 
as trimming your pubic hair. It is 
important to note that the size of 
your penis does not defi ne you or 
your sexual experiences, and it is 
important to be proud of the diver-
sity of your own genitals. 
Where is the G-spot?
For women, the G-spot is 
thought to lie directly behind the 
clitoris. It can be found by insert-
ing the fi nger fully into the vagina, 
and moving your fi ngers toward 
yourself until you locate a spongy 
surface. You can stimulate this 
area eff ectively by gently moving 
your fi ngers in a “come hither” 
motion. 
In men, the G-spot is thought to 
be the prostate and can be found 
within the anal cavity facing away 
from the back and toward the pe-
nis. Not all people enjoy G-spot s
timulation, however, so make sure 
that you keep an open mind and 
respect your partner when pursu-
ing this for the fi rst time.
When a woman squirts, is it just 
urine?
Th e liquid expelled during 
squirting is likely to be urine, as it 
is released directly from the urethra 
via the bladder. Th is, however, is of-
ten a by-product of an orgasm.
Do women orgasm from 
penetration?
Women often do not orgasm 
simply from penetration, although 
it is possible depending upon the 
person. Orgasms for women can 
be more reliably achieved through 
taking the time to pursue foreplay, 
understanding what your partner 
is interested in and experimenting.
Can you get pregnant from pre-
cum?
While pre-cum is released prior 
to orgasm, it is still possible to 
impregnate someone with 
pre-cum if it contains live 
sperm and you are not 
using protection or if 
your method of con-
traception fails. Due 
to the uncertainty that 
lies in the withdrawal 
method, however, it 
is not recommended 
to use this method as 
your only form of con-
traception since not 
everyone performs it 
correctly or reliably each 
time.
If you are not using other 
forms of contraception and do 
not plan on becoming pregnant, 
it is important to gauge whether 
or not the withdrawal method will 
be eff ective if you or your partner 
are unsure if he or she can pull out 
prior to ejaculating. 
Is it wrong that I fantasize about 
other people while I am in a 
relationship?
If you are in a committed and 
closed relationship and you are 
fantasizing sexually or emotionally 
about people outside of your rela-
tionship, you should pay careful 
attention as to why these fantasies 
are occurring, gauging whether or 
not you are truly satisfi ed with your 
current relationship.
It can be normal to think about 
people in passing, especially if it is 
not entirely intentional. However, 
if it becomes a recurring issue and 
you are unable to stop constant 
fantasizing, it is possible that you 
are not suited for your current re-
lationship. You and your partner 
both deserve to be with someone 
who is committed emotionally, 
mentally and physically. 
Is it okay to talk about problems 
in your relationship to people 
outside of it?
If you are experiencing a partic-
ular complication in your relation-
ship, it is natural to want to discuss 
and vent about it in order to reason 
out what you should do. I think it is 
important to talk about these prob-
lems because it can be helpful to 
get an additional perspective, and 
it can be hard to rationalize things 
when the situation is discussed 
only by you and your partner.
However, it can be a problem 
if the additional perspective ends 
up cutting into your own relation-
ship, especially if you are using it to 
simply justify the way you are feel-
ing and use secondary opinions as 
a means of collateral against your 
partner.
It is far more productive to talk 
about these issues with a few trust-
ed friends or a professional if you 
are unable to come to a resolution 
yourself—it is unlikely that we can 
solve all our issues by ourselves.
Is it okay to ask your partner to 
wax?
I think it is okay to ask your part-
ner to wax if you are also holding 
yourself to your partner’s standard 
and complying with what your 
partner might want.
It is unfair to hold your partner 
to your own standards if you are not 
able to meet theirs. If your partner 
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Drake channels past works to craft original playlist More Life
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
Amid a fl urry of hype that had 
been building since its announce-
ment last fall, More Life, a so-called 
“playlist” of original music created 
by Drake, debuted on March 18.
Th e playlist was originally ru-
mored to be released in December. 
Multiple release dates were teased 
as Drake peppered the sound 
waves with hit singles such as “Fake 
Love” and “Sneakin’.”
More Life’s 22 tracks have been 
described by Drake as “a body of 
work [he’s] creating to bridge the 
gap between [any] major releases.”
Drake certainly accomplished 
his goal of bridging the gap, while 
also drawing from a variety of in-
spiration that his fans might recog-
nize from several of his past works, 
such as Views and Nothing Was 
the Same. 
Th at is not to say that More Life 
is a completely rehashed series of 
tracks from older albums. Rather, 
Drake seems to have selected what 
he believes to be the most popular 
aspects of his older works in order 
to eff ectively create a soundtrack of 
his fan’s lives.
Th e latter idea may cause long-
time Drake fans to wonder if the 
playlist was made for the fans or for 
Drake himself.
Drake’s choice of More Life’s 
opening track, “Free Smoke,” is just 
further evidence of the rapper’s 
love for featuring and sampling 
female vocalists on his tracks. In 
the strong opener, Drake samples 
the vocals of Hiatus Kaiyote’s lead 
singer, Naomi Saalfi eld. Many 
Drake fans will recall several other 
strong female vocalists from his 
past works, such as Jhene Aiko on 
“From Time,” off  Nothing Was the 
Same. Alicia Keys’ chorus on Th ank 
Me Later’s “Fireworks” could be 
considered the distant relative of 
Saalfi eld’s soaring verse.
Drake’s verse on “Free Smoke” 
should not be overlooked. Th e 
verse’s snappy lines range from “I 
drunk text J-Lo,” to “Women I like 
was ignorin’ me/Now they like, 
‘Aren’t you adorable?’/I know the 
question rhetorical,” leading to a 
level of cockiness and energetic 
fl ow that is reminiscent of Views’ 
“Hype.” 
Th e overall braggadocios tone of 
“Free Smoke” is a common theme 
in Drake’s discography, perhaps 
best epitomized by “Started From 
Th e Bottom.”
Considering Drake’s love of 
grime music, his choice to include 
the East London hip-hop genre in 
More Life is borderline selfi sh, but 
decently executed. “Skepta Inter-
lude” is a wonderful introduction to 
the grime formula, avoiding some 
of the harsher aspects of grime but 
still conveying the genre’s typical 
breakbeats and deep basslines. 
Skepta receiving his own track 
is a welcome part of More Life, see-
ing as how Skepta’s true grime style 
would be a bit too harsh if it im-
mediately followed one of Drake’s 
verses. 
Th e cohesiveness of More Life’s 
remaining features and samples 
ranges wildly, from poor to fl aw-
less. A noteworthy feature comes 
from 2 Chainz on More Life’s mid-
dle track, “Sacrifi ces.” 2 Chainz’s 
seamless transition from Drake’s 
opening verse makes for an alley-
oop of calm, yet cocky rap. 
Th e two rappers’ fl ows are near-
ly identical, making for a very me-
lodic track. Young Th ug’s closing 
verse ties the track together nicely 
by following Drake and 2 Chainz’s 
calm bravado with a sprinkle of sig-
nature Th ugger rhymes.
Th e beauty of “Sacrifi ces” stands 
in stark contrast to the preced-
ing track on More Life, “Portland.” 
Once again, Drake brings the bra-
vado of “Hype” to the table within 
his opening verse on “Portland,” 
but his choice to feature Quavo 
and Travis Scott turned out to be a 
poor one. 
Unlike “Sacrifi ces,” “Portland” 
lacks cohesiveness between each 
verse, instead relying on an all-star 
cast of rappers to carry the track. 
Th is does not pan out and instead, 
it seems as though each artist was 
rapping for a diff erent track. 
Quavo especially seems like 
a fi sh out of water with a trap-
inspired verse nestled between 
Drake’s and Travis Scott’s verses. 
Th e verse almost seems to be de-
rived from Migos’ culture. 
Travis Scott is also guilty of 
standing out too much, and his 
verse would certainly be more ap-
preciated as its own song rather 
than a feature. Worst of all, how-
ever, is the recorder beat playing 
throughout the entirety of “Port-
land,” as if the diff erent rapping 
styles of each artist was not dis-
tracting enough. 
Parts of Quavo’s verse sound 
as if the rapper is battling with the 
beat in order to be taken seriously. 
More Life’s closing track, “Do 
Not Disturb,” harkens back to “6PM 
In New York,” the closing track of If 
You’re Reading Th is It’s Too Late. 
“Do Not Disturb” wraps up the al-
bum neatly, leaving no loose ends 
as Drake advises the listener as to 
what they can expect from him in 
the future. 
Drake promises to never leave 
the rap game, but also tells listen-
ers he will be taking time off  during 
the summer. 
As for what Drake’s next big 
project holds, fans will have to wait 
until 2018 to see. Hopefully there 
will be plenty of “chunes” to hold 
fans over in the meantime.
After months of teasing the release date of More Life, Drake fi nally drops his playlist, sampling artists such as Black Coff ee.
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Malick’s romantic drama explores relationships in Song to Song
In a scene in the fi lm Song to 
Song, Michael Fassbender and 
Ryan Gosling fl oat, weightless, on 
an airplane. Or at least, it seems 
like they do, until the camera shows 
that they are standing on the chair 
arms, pushing themselves against 
the ceiling.
Weightlessness feels special in 
the fi lm, but the manufactured na-
ture of the scene feels disingenu-
ous. Th is feeling of discomfort in 
the attempt to create a moment 
is a pervasive feeling throughout 
the fi lm.
Of the movies shown in the-
aters, there are diff erent types for 
diff erent crowds. Mainstream mov-
ies such as DC, Harry Potter or 
Marvel movies are for everyone. 
Th ey are big-budget movies with 
expected big returns. 
Movies like La La Land and Ar-
rival are designed for smaller audi-
ences. Th e budgets are smaller, the 
expected crowds are more niche 
and the releases are made for se-
lected theaters. 
Beyond that are the “artsy” fi lms 
that focus more on art and less on 
making money. Somewhere within 
that last category lies the categori-
zation of Terrence Malick’s Song 
to Song.
If fi lm were to be described 
like literature, most directors write 
prose, while Malick writes po-
etry. Th is is not necessarily a good 
thing. Most words spoken in Song 
to Song are through voiceover nar-
ration, delivered airily, precisely 
and slowly. 
Sound overlaps between the 
cuts so that the audio is almost nev-
er synchronized with the visuals. If 
the characters do have names, they 
are unnoticeable, as everyone is re-
ferred to by pronouns.
Th e story boils down to the 
relationships and intimacies be-
tween people, specifi cally relating 
to the four characters played by 
Fassbender, Gosling, Rooney Mara 
and Natalie Portman. Characters 
are intimate with those whom they 
should not be, and never quite fi nd 
what they really want. Ambition 
and desire fi nd a crossroads in the 
amorous connections.
Mara plays an unknown musi-
cian, who introduces herself as an 
unfeeling person. She meets Fass-
bender, a music producer, and Gos-
ling, another aspiring musician. 
Th e two of them go after Fassbend-
er for his connections and abil-
ity to improve their professional 
standings. 
He is clearly bad news, and 
warnings abound about the ways in 
which he will change people. Mara 
loves Gosling, but her desire for 
success has her secretly in bed with 
Fassbender as well.
Th e power complex of the fi lm 
centers around a concert venue’s 
music festival. Th e fence that keeps 
dreamers from performing is one to 
which Fassbender has the prover-
bial key. He claims that he wants 
people to become free, while in-
stead binding people closer to him 
and his will. With Gosling, Mara is 
carefree; with Fassbender, she is ill 
at ease. 
Th e beauty of the cinematogra-
phy is repeatedly noticeable. Still 
shots of gorgeous composition 
are interspersed throughout the 
fi lm. Th e camera movement feels, 
at times, like dancing. Emmanuel 
Lubezki is the director of photog-
raphy, a position in which he won 
Best Cinematography at the Acade-
my Awards for three years running. 
Fassbender is rich and power-
ful, and has a power to infl uence 
people to his will. Women who fi nd 
themselves spending enough time 
with him begin to act diff erently 
simply to please him. 
Fassbender is manipulative but 
claims to want women’s freedom. 
Mara comes to him with a need, 
Portman comes to him with noth-
ing. He is a false mask of hope.
But there is something more at 
work in Song to Song. In the me-
dium of fi lm through visuals and 
audio, Malick is able to conjure a 
sense of texture. Mara slowly runs 
her fi ngers over any surface she 
stands near, and in the moments 
of human contact, it is in this slow, 
gentle touch that the viewer can al-
most experience the sensation for 
him or herself.
Th ere are also great amounts 
of symbolism and power at work. 
Choosing aspirations over love res-
onates timelessly. Th e title comes 
from a quote about the aimless love 
Mara and Gosling dreamed of, but 
were never able to achieve. Th ere 
are also parental issues that each of 
the protagonists deal with except, 
most importantly, for Fassbender. 
It is impossible to ignore the posi-
tive qualities of the fi lm.
However, there are too many 
faults in the movie. Its excessively 
atypical style is one that feels un-
comfortable at best and preten-
tious at worst. 
Th e lack of names, the editing 
style of non-synchronicity and the 
overbearing voiceovers are inordi-
nately noticeable. Th e poetic story-
telling feels like compensation for 
something else lacking.
Th e plot comes across with a 
vagueness. Mara, the musician, 
rarely plays music. She and the two 
men go abroad for no discernible 
reason. Every main character has a 
moment during which the camera 
pulls in close to watch a single tear 
roll across his or her cheek. By the 
third such shot, the moment feels 
weary and elicits nothing.
Malick’s fi lm does not show 
someone untalented at work. To 
some degree, the poetic fi lm can-
not be properly evaluated upon a 
single viewing.
Th ere is much to pore over and 
understand, a possibility of misun-
derstanding and improper consid-
eration of the fi lm’s themes. At the 
same time, fi lm is best as prose and 
the unique build is far from ideal. 
Song to Song has art to it, but it 
is mostly impressionistic. Th e art 
can give the inkling of a feeling, but 




Gosling, who plays BV, and Mara, who plays Faye, chase success as struggling musicians in Malick’s Song to Song.
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Broadway shows off er cheap tickets
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
It is no secret that Broadway 
tickets are expensive. Ever since 
Hamilton revolutionized theater, 
the prices have only been soar-
ing. Th is discourages many peo-
ple from going and seeing shows, 
which is extremely unfortunate, 
because New York is a rare place 
where people can enjoy a huge va-
riety of high-quality theater.
But seeing Broadway shows 
does not have to be a luxury that 
drains money out of pockets. Luck-
ily, Baruch students can enjoy New 
York and its endless opportuni-
ties without having to pay the full 
price. Every Broadway show off ers 
a limited amount of cheap tickets 
priced as low as $10. Many Broad-
way shows can be seen without 
breaking the bank.
Th e most common way to get 
cheap tickets is through general 
rush or student rush. Rush tickets 
are available in a strictly limited 
amount when the box offi  ce opens 
in the morning. Th e tickets are 
usually around $30 to $40 and off er 
partial view, which is still great be-
cause Broadway theaters are built 
such that the show can be seen 
from any angle.
Current shows that include 
rush tickets are Chicago, Miss Sai-
gon and Sunset Boulevard. To get 
the rush tickets for sure, it is best 
to get to the box offi  ce earlier than 
it opens as, most of the time, there 
will be lines.
In order to avoid lines, another 
option for purchasing is digital 
rush, which can be found on To-
dayTix. Th ese are the cheap tickets 
that are sold the day of the perfor-
mance through the app. Th is app 
also off ers Digital Lotteries for 
shows like In Transit, Paramour 
and Th e. But even if TodayTix does 
not off er either lottery or rush tick-
ets for certain shows, they still will 
sometimes off er cheaper prices 
that the actual box offi  ce does, so 
it ends up being a really good deal 
anyway. One thing to remember is 
that TodayTix charges $10 extra for 
each ticket for service.
Many shows have their own 
lotteries where they do not charge 
extra for the ticket. Most successful 
and long-running shows off er such 
lotteries. Hamilton has what they 
call “Ham4Ham,” a lottery where 
Hamilton tickets go for a price 
of $10, a reference to Alexander 
Hamilton, whose face is on the bill. 
Aladdin, Th e Lion King, Th e 
Book of Mormon and Phantom of 
the Opera have such lotteries that 
operate on the day of the perfor-
mance. Wicked actually off ers dig-
ital and in-person lotteries, dou-
bling the chances to see this grand 
spectacle. 
Some other shows off er stand-
ing room tickets when sold out. 
Kinky Boots, Dear Evan Hansen 
and Phantom of the Opera sell lim-
ited standing room tickets when 
the show is sold. Hamilton has a 
cancellation line, where people 
wait in line and are allowed into 
the show if someone who has a 
ticket did not come. 
Th eater companies that pro-
duce shows on Broadway all have 
subscriptions for younger people. 
Roundabout Th eater Company 
has a program called HIPTIX. HIP-
TIX allows everyone from ages 18 
to 35 to get two $25 tickets for each 
show. For a tax-deductible dona-
tion of $75, people can get same 
price tickets in the superior or-
chestra seats. 
Manhattan Th eatre Club off ers 
a 30 Under 30 promotion, where 
everyone younger than 30 can get 
tickets to its shows for only $30. 
Lincoln Center Th eater off ers Linc-
Tix which includes one $32 ticket 
per person. Unlike RTC and MTC, 
however, LCT requires people to 
subscribe before the beginning of 
the season.
Th ere are a lot of great musicals 
and plays opening later this season 
such as Anastasia, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory and Th e Play 
Th at Goes Wrong. 
More information about cheap 
tickets can be found at the Depart-
ment of Fine and Performing Arts 
on the 7th fl oor, VC-235. 
Shows like Aladdin, The Lion King and Wicked off er many ways to experience theater at low prices
Chicago, among other Broadway shows, off ers rush tickets at discounted prices.
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BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Scientists have created an accu-
rate method to analyze metabolic 
biomarkers determining whether 
a child is on the autism spectrum, 
according to a study published in 
the journal PLOS Computational 
Biology. Th e algorithm, based on 
a blood sample, is the fi rst physio-
logical test for autism and can help 
diagnose patients earlier.
Th e autism spectrum disorder 
includes a cluster of neurologi-
cal disorders defi ned by troubles 
with social communication and 
restrained repetitive behaviors. In-
dividuals with autism also have one 
or more accompanying ailments, 
such as epilepsy, intellectual hand-
icaps, language impediments and 
sleep disorders. Autism aff ects 1.5 
percent of the population, with the 
Center for Disease Control estimat-
ing in 2014 that one in 68 children 
in the United States had the disor-
der. Boys are more likely to be diag-
nosed than girls. 
Autism has a strong hereditary 
factor, but environmental infl uenc-
es have also recently emerged as 
vital backers to its etiology, or the 
study of causation, and its patho-
physiology, the medical subject 
that describes the conditions of a 
disease. However, no accepted bio-
marker for a diagnosis of autism ex-
ists. While there are distinct diff er-
ences in the pathways of the brain, 
researchers have trouble pinpoint-
ing a single measurement of these 
pathways that split children with 
autism from neurotypical control 
groups. Th is absence of biological 
knowledge restrains diagnoses to 
be made based on behavioral mon-
itoring and psychometric tools.
While autism is currently diag-
nosed and combatted with psycho-
metric tools, researchers empha-
sized a biochemical view on this 
study. Th e study involved children 
between the ages of 3 and 10. Of 
the test participants, 83 children 
had autism and 76 children did not 
have the disorder. After collecting 
blood samples from all 149 chil-
dren, the researchers measured for 
24 metabolites, or the products of 
metabolism, from each sample. Re-
searchers then utilized the Fisher 
Discriminant Analysis, a propor-
tion reduction tool that expands 
on the diff erences between numer-
ous categories. After crossing out 
data from one child in the group, 
researchers applied the dataset 
to analysis methods and used the 
result to create an algorithm. Th e 
algorithm then made a prediction 
about the data from the eliminated 
participant. Researchers cross-val-
idated the results, switched diff er-
ent children out of the group and 
repeated the process for all remain-
ing children.
Previous researchers have ex-
amined individual metabolites and 
found potential correlations with 
autism, but the relationship has 
been unresolved. Th e researchers 
used more advanced strategies, 
revealing patterns that would not 
have been evident with past at-
tempts. Most examinations only in-
spect one biomarker, one gene and 
one metabolite. 
While there were some diff er-
ences, these results could not be 
accurately reproduced. Juergen 
Hahn, head of the Rensselaer de-
partment of biomedical engineer-
ing, explained that using data 
methods that inspect a set of me-
tabolites linked with autism make a 
more powerful case.
Th e Fisher Discriminant Analy-
sis correctly recognized 96.1 per-
cent of all neurotypical participants 
and 97.6 percent of the participants 
with autism. Siblings of children 
with autism were found to be strik-
ingly more alike to their neurotypi-
cal peers than to their siblings, even 
though they are inherently closer to 
their siblings than children in the 
neurotypical control group.
More research is anticipated 
because it is uncertain whether 
the test’s initial achievement could 
be applicable to children younger 
than 3 years old. Hahn expressed 
that evaluating children 18 to 24 
months of age is a primary goal, but 
researchers have not yet performed 
this study so they are not aware of 
possible barriers.
Th e test may also be able to 
predict the beginning of autism 
in children who have not yet de-
veloped any clinical symptoms of 
the disorder.
Th ere are concerns about the 
methodology used. A variety of 
previous studies had data that 
hinted at an existence of a single 
or a mixture of molecular changes 
that could separate children with 
autism from those without autism. 
It was mentioned that it would be 
unexpected to see a single molecu-
lar diagnostic test that would suf-




Getting better sleep is equiva-
lent to winning 200,000 pounds, ac-
cording to a study at the University 
of Warwick in England. Th e inves-
tigation, conducted by psycholo-
gists, reveals that boosting one’s 
sleep quality can have numerous 
advantages for one’s health, and 
the pleasure gained from sleep-
ing is similar to feelings of winning 
the lottery.
Th e researchers examined data 
from the UK Household Longitudi-
nal Study, a survey that highlights 
data about social and economic at-
titudes in the United Kingdom. Th e 
data was compiled from 30,594 in-
dividuals who had given informa-
tion about their health, sleep and 
well-being.
Th e information was acquired 
from 18 waves of yearly evalu-
ations. Researchers focused on 
“Wave 1,” conducted between 2009 
and 2011 and “Wave 4,” conducted 
between 2012 and 2014.
Since researchers were aware 
that variables such as the amount 
of sleep and the quality of sleep 
would fl uctuate throughout this ex-
periment, they used linear regres-
sion to adjust the results for po-
tential confounders and baseline 
values of the variables. 
Researchers concentrated on 
three critical sleep parameters: 
sleep medication, sleep quality 
and sleep quantity. Sleep quantity 
was measured via results from the 
question, “How many hours of ac-
tual sleep did you usually get at 
night during the last month?” and 
sleep quality was determined by 
asking, “During the past month, 
how would you rate your sleep 
quality overall?” Th e responses that 
participants could choose were 
“very good,” “fairly good,” “fairly 
bad” or “very bad.” Use of sleep 
medicine was calculated with the 
question, “During the past month, 
how often have you taken medicine 
to help you sleep?” Participants 
could choose “not during the past 
month,” “less than once a week,” 
“once or twice a week” or “three or 
more times a week.” Th e Pittsburgh 
Sleep Quality Index confi rmed the 
questions and answers.
Th e study revealed that changes 
in these sleep parameters were 
linked to one’s health and well-
being. Th e researchers noted high 
levels of consistency when ana-
lyzing the outcome of the study: a 
bad result was only exhibited when 
the amount of sleep decreased, the 
sleep quality decreased or the par-
ticipant increased sleep medica-
tion use. A good result correlated 
with increased sleep, an improve-
ment in sleep quality and a decline 
in sleep medication use. 
Another important focus of the 
experiment was the dependency of 
people upon sleep medicine and 
dangers of these dependencies 
to one’s health. Researchers dis-
covered that 16 percent of partici-
pants used sleep medication in the 
month of study and 8.8 percent of 
them were taking sleep aids at least 
three times a week. 
Th e study concluded that par-
ticipants who began to use more 
sleep medicine over a period of 
time experienced poorer reactions, 
even though the objective of the 
medications was to improve sleep. 
Bad quality sleep, sleep depriva-
tion and use of sleep medication 
deteriorates both the physical state 
and emotional health of a person. 
Chronic sleep medicine use could 
also lead to cancer or death. 
Dr. Nicole Tang of the Univer-
sity of Warwick’s department of 
psychology revealed that focusing 
on getting better sleep at night can 
lead to improved mental and phys-
ical health over a period of time. 
She also stressed that the quality 
of sleep one has is more essential 
than the hours of sleep. 
“An important next step is to 
look at the diff erences between 
those who demonstrate a positive 
and negative change in sleep over 
time, and identify what lifestyle 
factors and day-to-day activities 
are conducive to promoting sleep. 
Further research in this area can 
inform the design of public health 
initiatives,” says Tang.
Th is study can further assist in 
emphasizing why sleep is a nec-
essary part of a healthy lifestyle. 
It can help communities, schools 
and places of employment to be 
informed on the benefi ts of a well-
rested human body.
Science & Technology
New blood test pinpoints children's place on autism spectrum
An algorithm that is based on a blood sample can evaluate biomarkers to tell if a child is at risk for autism spectrum disorder.
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Improving sleep quality substantially boosts health and well-being
Improving sleep quality decreases sleep medication use, enhances mood and leads to better physical health and wellness, as demonstrated by study participants.
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BY EVAN LEWIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On March 14, the Philadelphia 
76ers took on the Golden State 
Warriors in Oakland, a normally 
routine match and far from an in-
teresting spectacle. Th e two fran-
chises are in diff erent strata with 
opposite goals in mind this season. 
Th e Warriors are the defending 
back-to-back Western Conference 
champions while the glum 76ers 
have hovered near the bottom of 
the league for nearly half a decade. 
While the Warriors will be mak-
ing a run at their third consecutive 
NBA Finals appearance, Philadel-
phia is vying for the top pick in the 
upcoming draft lottery. Most fans 
would not be faulted for changing 
the channel that night to a more ex-
citing matchup.
 Surprisingly, the resulting game 
between these contrasting organi-
zations sheds some light on many 
important issues aff ecting one of 
the NBA’s best teams.
After three quarters of play, the 
Warriors were losing by double 
digits to a dismal team. During the 
fourth quarter, Golden State ended 
up mounting a comeback against 
the 76ers but reigning NBA MVP 
Stephen Curry was not the orches-
trator behind the victory. Instead, 
emotional defensive wizard Dray-
mond Green had to carry his squad 
to the win with several key blocks 
late in the game.
Curry was nearly invisible 
throughout the game. It would be 
easy to dismiss all of this as just an 
off  night for the home team, but 
the rough performance comes on 
the heels of a string of poor games. 
Heading into the game, Golden 
State lost three games in a row, 
a bad sign for the team that had 
the best regular season record in 
NBA history just a year ago. Since 
Kevin Durant’s injury, the team 
has struggled to return to its win-
ning ways. Losses continue to pile 
up and Curry has descended into a 
troubling slump that has the entire 
league talking.
Just last year, Curry was named 
the fi rst ever unanimous MVP in 
league history. His status across the 
basketball landscape was elevated 
to that of a legendary sharpshooter 
who could knock down shots from 
anywhere on the hardwood. Re-
cently, however, he has failed to 
connect on wide open jump-shots. 
Against Philadelphia, Curry shot 
eight for 23 from the fi eld and made 
just fi ve of 13 attempted threes. In 
his past eight games, the All-Star 
guard has knocked down 26 of 89 
from beyond the arc, uncharac-
teristically off -target for the two-
time MVP.
Th e Warriors’ struggles against 
the 76ers prove that not only do 
they have trouble beating a good 
team without Durant, but they can 
barely beat a bad one. Th e Warriors 
live and die by the 3-pointer. Led 
by the “Splash Brothers,” Curry and 
Klay Th ompson, they set a record in 
3-pointers in the last two seasons 
and acquired former MVP Durant 
in the off season to further increase 
their lethality from downtown. 
Up until this point in the season, 
though, their plan has not worked. 
Both Curry and Green have seen 
their 3-point percentages plummet 
this year, while Durant is missing 
signifi cant time due to his injury. 
Th e Warriors are not sure when 
they will get him back and how im-
pactful he will be after sitting out 
for so long. Th eir dependence on 
Curry, who led the team during the 
last couple of seasons, has been a 
losing bet thus far.
Th e reason for Curry’s slump is 
a topic of heated discussion. Some 
theorize that the addition of Durant 
has sapped his confi dence, while 
others think that the issue is more 
mechanical. Regardless, the sub-
traction of Curry’s shooting capa-
bilities hurt the Dubs just as much 
as Durant’s injury, if not more so. 
Th e Warriors’ game plan of going 
small and relying solely on triples 
is heavily compromised without 
Curry playing to his full potential. 
When his 3-point game vanishes, 
Curry becomes a much less im-
pactful player. 
Other superstars, like LeBron 
James and Kawhi Leonard, have 
multiple facets to their game that 
they can rely on when one aspect is 
not clicking. Curry is a player who 
is largely defi ned by his shooting 
and when that goes, so too does 
the Warriors’ dominance. To fully 
exemplify Curry’s downfall, one 
needs only to think about this: the 
same record-setting point guard 
who became the fi rst ever unani-
mous MVP winner last season will 
most likely fail to receive a single 
vote this year.
For the Warriors, barely edg-
ing out a team that has essentially 
admitted to tanking over the last 
few years is a low point for any or-
ganization, let alone one with title 
aspirations. It is highly possible 
that this is just a rough stretch for 
Golden State and it will soon return 
to its old form. Curry could get hot 
at any moment, Durant could re-
turn at full health and they could 
start blowing teams out again like 
they did all of last season. But los-
ing streaks, shooting slumps and 
the injury bug do not bode well for 
Dubs fans. 
As Cleveland and San Antonio 
continue their dominance from 
beyond the arc, the Warriors have 
reason to be concerned. A near 
loss to the inferior 76ers serves as 
an eye-opener for the the fans, the 
league and the players; this team 
may not be good enough to sit atop 
the Western Conference, let alone 
win the Finals. Despite the reasons 
for concern, Curry and the War-
riors remain a talented and experi-
enced team that can quickly turn it 
fortune and make a signifi cant run 
at the playoff s; still, the sooner this 
change of pace occurs, the better.
Sports
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Th e Baruch softball team fi nally 
took the fi eld again on Tuesday, 
Mar. 21, against Yeshiva University. 
Th e Bearcats are now 5-1, keeping 
their red-hot winning streak alive.
In their fi rst game of the season, 
the Bearcats edged Lancaster Bible 
College with a tight fi nal score of 
6-5. Th e game was close, each team 
scoring one point in the fi rst inning 
and remaining deadlocked until 
the fi fth inning. It was then that the 
Bearcats exploded for fi ve runs, led 
by Cassandra Lagana, who fi nished 
with three hits, two runs and an 
RBI, and Christina Chin, who fi n-
ished with two hits, one run and 
an RBI. 
In the next match against East-
ern University, Baruch scored three 
runs in the fi rst inning and had a sol-
id lead until the fi fth inning, when 
Eastern scored six runs against the 
Bearcats. Th e game remained neck 
to neck, with the Bearcats manag-
ing a 9-8 score thanks to two runs 
in the sixth inning. Th e lead was 
short-lived, however, as Eastern 
University pulled through in the 
seventh inning, scoring four points 
and fi nishing the game 13-8.
Even though the Bearcats fell 
short, they had an outstanding bat-
ting lineup. Five players—Chin, Ni-
cole Bellini, Katherine DelRosario, 
Olivia Dellston and Juliann Gross—
had two hits each. Chin hit a triple 
with Bellini and DelRosario each 
recording a double. Lagana, Kaitlyn 
Vichas, and Chae Padron had one 
hit each for a total of 13 hits against 
Eastern University. 
Th e Bearcats had an even more 
successful day on Saturday, March 
4, against SUNY Cobleskill and 
Notre Dame of Maryland Univer-
sity. Lagana again established her 
off ensive presence, fi nishing with 
two hits, two RBIs and one run 
scored. Chin and Dellston each 
had a big game, Dellston with two 
hits and four RBIs and Chin record-
ing a hit each time she was at bat, 
three times total. Baruch had 12 
hits against SUNY Cobleskill and 
ended the game 9-7. 
Th e game against SUNY Co-
bleskill was more of a nail-biter. 
Cobleskill had scored four points 
in the second inning for a 6-2 lead. 
Th e Bearcats mounted a premier 
comeback beginning in the fi fth in-
ning, picking up six quick to push 
them ahead.
Baruch was ahead the entire 
time in the game against Notre 
Dame of Maryland University, 
sparked by three points in the 
fi rst inning. Th e score was 8-4 by 
the sixth inning but the Bearcats 
showed no mercy and scored an 
additional four points. Th e Bearcats 
had a unrelenting batting lineup, 
with all nine players fi nishing with 
at least one hit. Bellini, Dellston, 
DelRosario, Jacqueline Gioia, Kris-
ten Podlovits and Jasmine Rodri-
guez each had two hits. Baruch had 
a total of 15 hits, ending the rout 
against Notre Dame of Maryland 
University with a fi nal score of 12-4. 
Following two weeks of post-
poned games, the Bearcats took 
the fi eld once again on March 21 
against Yeshiva University. Th e 
Bearcats played a double header 
and came out on top of both games. 
In the fi rst of consecutive matches 
against Yeshiva, Lagana had three 
hits and scored three runs, comple-
mented by Bellini’s four hits and 
two runs. Dellston and DelRosario 
were also in on the action, each 
racking up two hits. Th e Bearcats 
proved their batting skills once 
again, getting 15 hits with 12 runs. 
Th ey scored three points in the fi rst 
inning and the score remained 3-0 
until the Bearcats scored another 
eight points in the fourth inning 
and fi nished the game 12-2. 
Th e Bearcats easily defeated 
Yeshiva University again in the sec-
ond game. Baruch gained a huge 
lead in the second inning, scoring 
13 points. Chin fi nished with four 
RBIs, Podlovits with three runs 
scored and Dellston sealed the deal 
with two hits. Th e Bearcats eas-
ily posted 15 points due to the fi ve 
walks pitched by Yeshiva University 
throughout the game. Both games 
ended in fi ve innings.  
With fi ve wins and one loss so 
far this season, the Baruch College 
softball team currently has the best 
starting record it has ever had. Just 
last year, the team was 0-6, losing 
the fi rst six games of the season. 
Undoubtedly, the dramatic 
turnaround in fortune can be at-
tributed to an elite-level batting 
lineup. Th e Bearcats have a talent-
ed rotation that is quickly wearing 
down pitchers and lighting up the 
stat sheet. Moreover, the produc-
tion is consistent throughout the 
entire batting order—the off ense is 
a true team eff ort, not a one-wom-
an show.
On defense, the Bearcat’s team 
chemistry matches that of a profes-
sional team, playing swiftly to neu-
tralize off ensive attempts, rarely 
committing costly errors. Th e team 
has talent across the board and is 
composed to produce consistent 
team wins.
Th e Bearcats will soon face ri-
vals Hunter College on April 1, sure 
to put the team’s talent to the test. 
Until then, Baruch will face Col-
lege of Mount Saint Vincent on 
March 23 and SUNY Old Westbury 
on March 28. For the time being, 
Baruch sits comfortably atop the 
CUNYAC season, as the rest of the 
pack struggles to put together wins. 
Baruch’s closest opposition is 
the Dolphins of the College of Stat-
en Island, who boast a 5-3 record. 
If the Bearcats’ current production 
is any indication of the season to 
come, the team is on pace to break 
some records by the season’s end.
The Bearcats fi ve-win start to the season is the best in team history.
Curry’s slump has aff ected the team’s performance, with many questioning where the Warriors rank among the league’s best.  
ATHLETICS.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU
Bearcats dominate the field in exciting 5-1 start to campaign
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Warriors face criticism over poor play amid lengthy Durant injury
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CONTRIBUTING WRITER
For many, the NFL off season 
is simultaneously one of the most 
exciting, high-stakes, perplexing 
and upsetting times of year. When 
one is looking for utter confusion, 
hopeful and hopeless speculation 
and decision-making sure to spark 
heated debate, look no further than 
the NFL off season.
Th e new league year begins on 
March 9, also ringing in the start of 
the NFL free agency period. Free 
agency can shape the outlook of 
the season for many teams, for bet-
ter or worse. Th is year has been no 
exception, with each team in the 
league taking its fair share of ac-
quisitions and losses. It can be ar-
gued that, to this point, no team has 
made a bigger splash than the New 
York Giants. 
Th e Giants cut former wide re-
ceiver star Victor Cruz and did not 
have to look far for a replacement. 
In fact, they looked to MetLife Sta-
dium’s other tenant. Th e Giants 
signed wide receiver Brandon Mar-
shall after he was cut by the New 
York Jets. Marshall’s release by the 
Jets was a shocking turn of events 
for a receiver who had made the 
Pro Bowl six times. 
With the signing of stud off en-
sive lineman D.J. Fluker from the 
Los Angeles Chargers and the re-
signing of Jason Pierre-Paul, the Gi-
ants are thrust to the top of the NFC 
playoff  picture. It is fun to imagine 
an off ense with Odell Beckham Jr., 
Eli Manning, Marshall and Sterling 
Shepard; perhaps none are more 
excited than Marshall himself, as 
he looks to make his fi rst postsea-
son appearance. 
Th e Jets, on the other hand, ap-
pear to be in full rebuild mode. 
Th e team unloaded a number of 
star players and fan favorites, in-
cluding perennial Pro Bowl center 
Nick Mangold, the aforementioned 
Marshall and seven-time Pro 
Bowler and Super Bowl champion 
cornerback Darrelle Revis, with 
more moves expected. Th e Jets are 
currently looking at a quarterback 
competition this off season be-
tween Christian Hackenberg, who 
was their second-round draft pick 
last year, newly signed veteran Josh 
McCown and Bryce Petty, who is 
entering his third season. 
Although the team signed for-
mer Dallas Cowboys cornerback 
Morris Claiborne to fi ll Revis’ 
void, glaring issues remain across 
the board. Th e defense underper-
formed last year and 2014 NFL 
Defensive Rookie of the Year Shel-
don Richardson is currently being 
shopped on the free agency mar-
ket. Th e patchwork off ensive line 
lacks an anchor amid Mangold’s 
departure, and the quarterback 
situation is not ideal. It is tough to 
believe that the Jets will settle on 
McCown in terms of quarterback 
acquisitions, with multiple free 
agent options to explore including 
Jay Cutler, Cincinnati Bengals back-
up AJ McCarron and Tony Romo. 
Given their dormant off season to 
date, it seems the Jets will start their 
rebuilding period with the draft.
Around the league, there have 
been a great deal of shocking 
moves that will shape the land-
scape next season. For starters, one 
of the greatest running backs in the 
history of the league, Adrian Peter-
son, is currently unemployed. After 
an injury ended his 2016 campaign, 
the Minnesota Vikings released 
him, bringing in Oakland Raid-
ers starting running back Latavius 
Murray. Peterson looks to sign with 
a team willing to take a chance on 
him. He is on the wrong side of 30 
years old and has a history of severe 
leg injuries. However, in the right 
system, he can still fl ourish as he 
did in 2015. 
Th e Green Bay Packers made 
an uncharacteristic splash in free 
agency as they signed tight end 
Martellus Bennett, who is coming 
off  of a Super Bowl season with the 
New England Patriots. Green Bay 
also signed former Los Angeles 
Rams tight end Lance Kendricks 
adding a combined 1,200 yards of 
total off ense between both tight 
ends to what was an already pro-
ductive off ense. On defense, the 
team reunited with cornerback Da-
von House, who had a stint in Jack-
sonville, and re-signed linebacker 
Nick Perry, a highly touted free 
agent this year.
Another big move involved the 
$72 million quarterback Brock 
Osweiler, who was traded to the 
Cleveland Browns for draft picks. 
Osweiler was a failed experiment in 
Houston and is looking for a fresh 
start in Cleveland, but he fi rst has 
to make the team. Th e Philadelphia 
Eagles bolstered their receiving 
corps with the signings of Alshon 
Jeff ery and Torrey Smith, adding a 
veteran presence to a young locker 
room and two tremendous weap-
ons for Carson Wentz, who looks 
to develop in his second year. Th e 
Buff alo Bills retained quarterback 
Tyrod Taylor, and signed prized 
hybrid defensive back Micah Hyde 
away from Green Bay. Th ey lost, 
however, starting cornerback Ste-
phon Gilmore to division rivals 
New England.
While the initial wave of free 
agency signing is behind them, 
teams around the league are no 
less active, as they quietly add 
value through cheap, sleeper free 
agent options. Simulataneously, 
team scouts tour the nation for the 
top college prospects as they dis-
play their skills at their respective 
school’s Pro Day. 
Th e off season raises many ques-
tions about the coming season, 
and most of them are yet to be an-
swered. Where will Peterson and 
Romo play next season? Who will 
sign Mangold and Revis? 
With the NFL draft rapidly ap-
proaching and free agency in full 
swing, football executives are work-
ing the phones and scouring the 
country in search for talent. 
Free agency 2017 features many big-name players on the move
The 2017 free agency period saw many big-name players switch teams, while other elite players like Peterson wait to make the switch.
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RESPECT
15. KERRI WALSH’S MOVES
20. SOME TIDES
22. “___ YOUR HAND AT...”
24. ____ VERB, LIKE “ASK 
AROUND”
25. *WHAT AN APIARIST 
LIKES
26. WOVEN WALL HANGING










45. NOVELIST HONORÈ DE 
____
49. 1/100 OF AFGHANI
51. ZAMBIAN OR MALAWIAN 
MONEY
54. FIDO’S RESTRAINT
56. OLDEN DAY ANESTHETIC
57. ASSUME A POSTURE



















13. OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
BIGWIG
14. UNIT OF LENGTH OF YARN
15. *ROCK COLLECTOR’S 
PICKUP
16. BLOCKBUSTER STARRING 
SIGOURNEY WEAVER




21. *KNIT OR PURL
23. SIGMA ALPHA EPSILON
24. *BIRDWATCHING SITE
25. PROHIBIT
28. *COIN COLLECTORS 
AMASS IT
30. RED SEA NATION
34. ____ ANDREWS, 
SPORTSCASTER
36. ____METER OR 
____SCOPE
38. CATERPILLAR HAIRS
40. COGITO ____ SUM
41. *COLLECTOR’S ITEM TO A 
PHILATELIST
43. ONE OF DEADLY SINS
44. RESPECTED HINDU
46. BORIS GODUNOV, E.G.
47. BUENOS ____
48. SPAGHETTI ____











69. BE A WITNESS
70. “SIDDHARTHA” AUTHOR
71. “DON’S ASK, DON’T 
____”
72. SHAPE WITH AN AX
73. DOMAINS
DOWN
1. PRACTICE IN THE RING
2. OPPOSITE OF SUNKISSED
3. MOST POPULOUS 
CONTINENT
4. STORAGE PLACE, PL.
5. “FLASHDANCE” SONG
6. *VEXILLOLOGY SUBJECT
7. UNDERWATER ELECTRICITY 
GENERATOR
8. *MODELBUILDER’S WOOD
9. LET IT STAND, TO 
PROOFREADER
10. CLEOPATRA’S NECKLACE
11. EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPH 
FOR “LIFE”




ACCOUNTING SOCIETY’S MOVIE SOCIAL
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free
MEN’S TENNIS: BARUCH VS. BROOKLYN COLLEGE*
3:30 p.m. | USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center | Free
TUES
28
NYC HONG KONG CLUB 12TH ANNUAL SINGING CONTEST TABLING
12 p.m.-3 p.m. | 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
RECONSIDERING IVY LEE, ONE OF THE FATHERS OF MODERN PR
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Career Spotlight
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
Summer 2017 Domestic Wholesale Intern
DIANE VON FURSTENBERG STUDIOCareer Weeks: International Business
Tuesday, March 28, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m., NVC 5-160
Learn more about the international business industry from 
professionals at this panel.
Suit Up for Success
Tuesday, March 28, 12:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m., NVC 2-190
Attend this fundraising event and donate, swap or 
purchase business attire at a low price!
 
Careers in Cyber Security
Wednesday, March 29, 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m., NVC 2-190
ISACA will be on campus to discuss the importance of 
cybersecurity as a growing industry.
LinkedIn 101
Thursday, March 30, 12 p.m.-2 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to prepare your LinkedIn profi le and properly 
network on the platform at this event.
SAVE THE DATE
Did you know that Starr Career Development Center is open 
during spring break? Take this time to schedule an appointment 
with a counselor for those fall and spring internships! Don’t wait to 
fi x your resume or brush up on interviewing and networking skills. 
For more information, visit the Starr Career Development Center 
website.
FUN FACT
“You never get the chance to make a second fi rst impression. Most fi rst impressions are visual and the 
best way to make a good one is by dressing for success. Check out Suit Up for Success on March 28 for 
nice and inexpensive professional clothes!”
ALIOU SIDIBE
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THE PEER TIP OF THE WEEK FROM SCDC’S PEERS FOR CAREERS PROGRAM
Diane Von Furstenberg Stu-
dio is looking for a Domestic 
Wholesale Intern for summer 
2017. During market week, in-
terns will assist with showroom 
appointments by pulling sam-
ples, making notes for buyers, 
dressing models and keeping 
the showroom in order. Other 
responsibilities during market 
week include assisting with 
photo shoots and creating and 
managing look books as chang-
es are made to the line. They 
will also help with sampling by 
sending out samples to be shot 
for online accounts or advertis-
ing campaigns, and track week-
ly selling fi gures from our major 
partners by updating reports. 
Interns must also attend and as-
sist with ad hoc events for cus-
tomers and other departments 
within the company including 
marketing and PR, research cur-
rent trends, competitors and 
possible new accounts, set up 
and run sample sales, keeping 
the showroom neat and taking 
daily inventory to track move-
ment of samples.
Qualifi cations include eli-
gibility for school/experience 
credit, profi ciency in Microsoft 
Excel and PowerPoint, strong 
organizational and communi-
cation skills, ability to take ini-
tiative, multitask and prioritize, 
and provide proof of work au-
thorization in the US.
This is a paid internship open 
to all majors and class levels; 
for more information, visit 
Starr Search with ID 102272.
MARXE SCHOOL “MARXE ISSUES” BREAKFAST SERIES
8 a.m.-10:30 a.m. | Rooms 750 and 760, Library Building | Free, Registration 
Required
MEN’S TENNIS: BARUCH VS. YORK COLLEGE*
3:30 p.m. | USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center | Free
VSA GAME NIGHT
6 p.m.-9 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free
WOMEN’S TENNIS: BARUCH VS. RAMAPO COLLEGE*
3 p.m. | USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center | Free
MEN’S TENNIS: BARUCH VS. RAMAPO COLLEGE*
3 p.m. | USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center | Free
FESTIFUN




6 p.m.-8 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
TOO FEW THE MORNINGS  SONGS OF LIFE AND LOVE
6 p.m.-8 p.m. | Engelman Recital Hall | Free
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center
baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
